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suddenly and without warning 
shots aimed at the wheels, which 
the Israel Defense Forces claims 
there were. This is the way 
undercover soldiers from the 
Border Police killed Akaber Zaid, 
an eight-and-a-half year-old, 
who was on her way to the 
doctor, according to her uncle, 
who was with her and was also 
wounded.  

Little Akaber was going to the 
doctor and he did indeed see her, 
but there was no longer a reason 
for him to do so. She had been 
on the way to have him remove 
stitches from her chin, but 
instead arrived dead at the same 
doctor's office, with her head 
smashed and her skull gaping.  

Soldiers from the Border Police's 
undercover unit, known by the 
Hebrew acronym Yamas, shot at 
her uncle's taxi at close range as 
he was parking the vehicle next 
to the doctor's office. All the 
soldiers' claims, as presented to 
the media by the IDF, to the 
effect that they had shot at the 
taxi's wheels in accordance with 
the "regulations for arresting a 
suspect," were nothing but lies, 
says the girl's uncle, who was 
sitting next to her.  

The car was sprayed from the 
right and from behind with 
bullets, which entered through its 
windows. The shots were fired 
from just a few meters away, the 
uncle stresses, in the light of a 
street lamp.  

We saw the taxi this week: All its 
wheels are intact. However, 
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those who carried out the 
"investigations" on behalf of the 
IDF and the Border Police did not 
even bother to examine the 
vehicle, or to question the man 
who had driven it. He was also 
wounded and is hospitalized.  

We also took testimony from him 
and could not find a single fact 
on the ground that contradicts 
what he reports: The undercover 
soldiers shot at the girl from two 
directions, from nearby and, the 
uncle says, without warning. No 
soldier with a gun, certainly not 
an expert sharpshooter from the 
Yamas, would aim at close range 
at wheels and hit someone in the 
head instead.  

Down the road, hundreds of 
meters from the shooting, are 
the remaining signs of the 
destruction wreaked by the 
Border Police. Not one wanted 
man was detained, but a five-
story apartment block was badly 
damaged and there are wrecks of 
cars that were completely 
crushed, one after the other, still 
standing in the street.  

Why did the undercover soldiers 
shoot at a young girl? How could 
they dare claim they aimed at 
the wheels? Why did they have 
to shoot at innocent people in a 
taxi in the first place? Why did 
they wreak such havoc? Why did 
they crush vehicles that were the 
last source of income for their 
owners? What is the difference 
between this action on the 
soldiers' part and a terrorist 
attack? And why are these 
questions not being asked?  
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The father did not accompany his 
daughter to Dr. Samara. He said 
he could not bear to see the 
doctor removing the stitches 
from her little chin. Akaber was a 
second-grade pupil from the 
village of Al-Yamoun, northwest 
of Jenin. In her picture from 
kindergarten, she can be seen 
wearing a square black 
graduation cap, like those worn 
by university graduates and 
people receiving doctorates. That 
is the custom in the Al-Yamoun 
kindergarten: The children who 
excel are photographed with the 
special hat. That is how she will 
remain in the collective 
consciousness of that town, 
whose sons once worked in 
Israel.  

Akaber is not the first girl they 
are burying. How many children 
were killed in Al-Yamoun in the 
past few years? The school 
principal, who came to pay his 
condolences to the family, begins 
to list them, one by one, but 
stops suddenly and asks: "Why 
should I count them? Are we 
finished having our children 
killed?"  

The father enters the mourners' 
room in the local council building, 
his eyes red with crying. Abdel 
Rahman Zaid, 31, the father of 
six, drives a commercial van that 
travels in the West Bank, when 
possible. About three weeks ago, 
Akaber fell on the stairs in her 
house and hurt her chin. Last 
Friday it was time to remove the 
stitches.  

When Abdel Rahman returned 
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from work, he asked his brother 
Kamal--a 27-year-old taxi driver, 
whom he calls Hamoudi--to go 
with Akaber to the doctor's house 
on the hill, where he has his 
office. It was Friday night, the 
last night of her life. His brother 
took the girl and she sat beside 
him in the passenger seat. The 
father stresses that the taxi's 
windows were transparent; there 
were no curtains covering them 
or hiding the passengers. Any 
soldier could see the occupants, 
any soldier from the Yamas could 
see that there was a small girl 
with a braid sitting there.  

The two left for the doctor's and 
soon reached his street. From his 
bed in the government hospital 
in Jenin, his wounded hand in a 
bandage, Kamal relates that 
after parking, he suddenly 
noticed some soldiers to the right 
of the car. It is a narrow road 
and they were standing barely a 
few meters away. He says they 
began firing immediately, from 
the right and from behind. Only 
after that did he hear shouting in 
Hebrew, which he does not 
speak. Little Akaber was already 
lying on the seat with her head 
smashed.  

Kamal lifted her up in his arms; 
the soldiers instructed him to 
leave her on the road. Thus, they 
remained on the road--the dead 
girl and her wounded uncle.  

The Yamas soldiers ordered him 
to stand, to lift up his shirt and 
then to sit back down. They 
continued to shoot in the air, 
Kamal says. A neighbor took the 
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girl to the doctor who was 
expecting her. From there she 
was taken to the hospital in Jenin 
where her death was confirmed.  

The uncle's arm was bandaged 
on the spot and he was taken by 
military Jeep for interrogation. 
He says the soldiers beat him. 
There was a dog in the vehicle, 
who sniffed him, and a soldier 
called Raslan who, he says, hit 
him in the head when he spoke 
Arabic. Kamal took three bullets 
in the arm and leg. He says 
seven bullets hit the girl, three of 
them in her head.  

The yellow Renault taxi tells the 
story: Its wheels are intact, but 
its body is riddled with bullet 
holes. The back window is 
shattered, and there are bullet 
holes in the back head rest and 
in its sides. There are blood 
stains everywhere, the blood of 
the dead girl and her wounded 
uncle. All this time, they hid her 
death from her father. Abdel 
Rahman had heard the shots--
the doctor's office is not far from 
their house--but he never 
thought of his daughter 
somehow, only of his brother. He 
went to the doctor's office and 
there they told him that Akaber 
had been wounded. The doctor 
injected him with a sedative, and 
he says he did not wake up until 
morning. Only when he awoke 
and went home, at about 5 A.M., 
did his other brother break the 
bad news. His wife already knew: 
She heard the news on an 
Arabic-language TV station.  

Through his tears, the father 
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Paul Craig 

wants to tell us something: The 
girl's mother, Ikram, was born in 
Israel. Akaber was also Israeli. 
She was born in a Nazareth 
hospital and has an Israeli birth 
certificate. She was buried in the 
Al-Yamoun cemetery on 
Saturday morning.  

The IDF Spokesman: "On March 
17, while a special forces unit of 
the Border Police was engaged in 
arresting wanted men in the 
village of Al-Yamoun, northwest 
of Jenin, the unit surrounded an 
area in which there was a 
suspicion that wanted men were 
hiding. During the operation, the 
force saw a taxi that seemed 
suspicious approaching the area 
and began the procedure of 
arresting a suspect. When it 
failed to heed the soldiers' calls, 
they opened fire in the direction 
of the taxi."  

Does anyone think the uncle 
would not have heeded the calls 
to stop if indeed the soldiers had 
called out? The man was taking 
his little niece to the doctor. The 
army announced merely that 
"the IDF regrets harming the 
Palestinian girl and is conducting 
a comprehensive examination of 
the circumstances of the event."  

The scene of the destruction: A 
Palestinian bulldozer removed 
the wreckage next to the Zaid 
family's house on Sunday. A five-
story building, which the soldiers 
suspected was housing wanted 
men, has been partially 
destroyed. The family members 
are now covering the huge holes 
in it with gray bricks, and its 
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elegant columns are in danger of 
collapsing. In the yard below are 
the other wrecked cars: a yellow 
Mercedes taxi, a white Subaru, 
and another few pieces of metal 
that were once cars.  

Mohammed Zaid, who owns one 
of the apartments, emerges from 
the debris: "This is the Jewish 
army--this is the bad Jewish 
army," shouts his uncle who is 
with him. Mohammed recalls that 
at about seven on Friday night, 
he saw another group of soldiers 
outside his grocery shop. They 
demanded that he tell all the 
residents to leave the building.  

There are five large families--
families of a lawyer, a doctor, an 
engineer, a teacher--living in the 
five stories. All the tenants went 
out into the street and had to 
wait there until morning--dozens 
of children, women and men--
until the soldiers finished their 
work.  

Mohammed says that the women 
and children acted as a barrier 
between the area where people 
were shooting at the soldiers, 
from one house, and the area 
where the Border Police was 
returning fire. When the building 
had been evacuated, they sent 
Mohammed to turn the lights on 
in all the rooms to see if 
someone was still there.  

An IDF bulldozer was ready to 
tear the structure down. 
Mohammed says he suggested 
the soldiers accompany him to 
see that no one was left inside, 
but they shut him up, saying, 
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"We know what work we have to 
do."  

Around midnight, the bulldozer 
started tearing things down. The 
house across the street was also 
damaged.  

Mohammed says he asked an 
officer: "Does Israeli law permit 
you to do this?" The officer said, 
according to Mohammed: "Go 
and complain at the UN."  

Mohammed's brother, a dentist, 
whose clinic was completely 
destroyed, tried to tell an officer 
that he was a doctor "for 
humans," and the officer replied: 
"Shut up."  

Mohammed was taken for 
interrogation at the Salem facility 
and was released only on 
Saturday at noon. He says he 
told his interrogator: "On TV, you 
say you are a democracy." The 
interrogator replied: "Democracy 
is only for the TV."  

Mohammed, a teacher, says: "I 
always tell my pupils that we like 
peace. What will I tell them now? 
That this is what peace looks 
like?"  

We go to the top of the hill where 
Akaber was killed. A sign points 
the way to Dr. Samara's clinic. 
Someone has placed a row of 
little stones on the road where 
the taxi stood, to mark where 
the little body was. The 
bloodstains have not yet been 
wiped away.  

From an old elections poster, 
Yasser Arafat's picture looks 



Norman 
Solomon 
Why are We 
Here?: Is There 
a Right Way to 
Wage a Wrong 
War? 

Patrick 
Cockburn 
Death Squads 
on the Prowl; 
Iraq Convulsed 
by Fear 

Website of the 
Day 
Abugate 

  

March 18 / 19, 
2006 

Cockburn / St. 
Clair 
Three Years 
On: Where's 
the Resistance 
Here on the 
Home Front? 

Werther 
Bombs and 
Butchers: 
"Where Do We 
Get Such Men?" 

Chris Kromm 
Katrina Aid 
Package: Much 
Too Little; 
Much Too Late 

Patrick 
Cockburn 
Halabja: Kurds 
Destroy 

down on this makeshift memorial 
to Akaber.  

Gideon Levy writes for Ha'aretz. 
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Lance Selfa 
The Democrats 
and Dubai: the 
Politics of 
Distraction 

Mokhiber / 
Weissman 
Have You Ever 
Been Convicted 
of a Felony? 

Walter Brasch 
Compromising 
Civil Liberties 

Vijay Prashad 
For Them 
Indian 
Mangoes: 
Anatomy of an 
Agreement 

Website of the 
Day 
Rachel Corrie: 
a Call to Action 

  

March 7, 2006 

Werther 
Half a Trillion 
Dollars: It's an 
Awful Lot of 
Money to Make 
Us Less Safe 



and Less Free 

John Blair 
Dr. Strangelove 
is Our 
President: 
Global Peace 
Through 
Nuclear 
Weapons 

Dave Lindorff 
The 
Impeachment 
Groundswell 
and Bush's Last 
Hope: the 
Democrats 

Mike Whitney 
No Immunity: 
Israel's Policy 
of Targeted 
Assassination 

Warren 
Guykema 
Who is Afraid of 
Rachel Corrie? 

Sen. Russell 
Feingold 
Misleading 
Testimony 
About NSA 
Domestic 
Spying 

Robert Jensen 
Why I am a 
Christian (Sort 
Of) 

Norman 
Solomon 
Digitalized 
Hype: a 
Dazzling 



Smokescreen? 

Bernie Dwyer 
Hopeful Signs 
Across Latin 
America: an 
Interview with 
Noam Chomsky 

Website of the 
Day 
Golem Song 

 
March 6, 2006 

Ralph Nader 
Bush and 
Katrina: 
"Situational 
Information?" 

Dave Zirin 
Why Did Pat 
Tillman Die? an 
Investigation 
Reopens 

Vanessa 
Redgrave 
Censorship of 
the Worst Kind: 
the Second 
Death of Rachel 
Corrie 

Walter A. Davis 
Theater, 
Ideology and 
the Censorship 
of "My Name is 
Rachel Corrie" 

Joshua Frank 
Down By Law: 
the Mysterious 
Case of David 
Cobb 



Nate Mezmer 
A Second Look 
at "Crash": 
More Myths 
About Blacks 
and Racist Cops 

Paul Craig 
Roberts 
America's Bleak 
Jobs Future 

Website of the 
Day 
Crossroads: 
Race, Class and 
Art 

 
March 4 / 5, 
2006 

Alexander 
Cockburn 
The Dubai Ports 
Purchase: 
National 
Insecurity, 
Imported or 
Homegrown? 

Jennifer Van 
Bergen 
Bush's NSA 
Spying 
Program 
Violates the 
Law 

Steven Higgs 
Dying for Their 
Work: 
Westinghouse 
Workers and 
the Highest 
Level of PCBs 
Ever Recorded 



Winslow T. 
Wheeler 
The Generals, 
the Legislators 
and the 
Gulfstream VIP 
Transports 

Ron Jacobs 
Stealing Back 
Adam's Rib 

Rev. William E. 
Alberts 
Remember 
Damadola 

Colin Asher 
Goodbye, 
Dubai: the 
Teamsters and 
the Ports 

Fred Gardner 
Denney's Law 

"Pariah" 
Scapegoats and 
Shunning: 
Sexual Fascism 
in Progressive 
America 

John Scagliotti 
Brokeback 
Mountain: Pain 
is Not Enough 

Seth 
Sandronsky 
When the 
White House 
Walks Away: 
Bush, Arnold 
and the Flood 
Risk in the 
Central Valley 



Joan Roelofs 
A Challenge to 
Rebuild the 
World 

Arjun Makhijani 
The US / India 
Nuclear Pact: a 
Bad and 
Dangerous Deal 

Ardeshr 
Ommani 
Destroying the 
Nuclear Non-
Proliferation 
Treaty 

Diana Barahona 
An Open Letter 
to Freedom 
House: Release 
Info on Your 
Federal Grants 

Ben Tripp 
Bonzo, 
Wherefore Art 
Thou? 

St. Clair / 
Socialist 
Worker Staff 
Playlist: What 
We're Listening 
To 

Poets' 
Basement 
Engel, Davies, 
Buknatski 

Website of the 
Weekend 
The Return of 
Pearl Jam 

March 3, 2006 



Laura Carlsen 
Mexico: the 
Power of 
Corruption and 
the Corruption 
of Power 

John V. 
Whitbeck 
Two States or 
One? 

Chris Floyd 
The Monolith 
Crumbles: 
Reality and 
Revisionism 
About Iran 

Mohamed 
Hakki 
Wolfowitz at 
the World 
Bank: 
Cronyism and 
Corruption 

Pratyush 
Chandra 
Bush in India: 
Dinner with 
George and 
Manmohan 

John Scagliotti 
Why are There 
No Real Gays in 
"Brokeback 
Mountain"? 

Website of the 
Day 
Support the 
IRC! 

  

March 2, 2006 



Paul Craig 
Roberts 
How the 
Economic News 
is Spun 

Dave Lindorff 
Troops to Bush: 
Get Us Out of 
Here! 

Ramzy Baroud 
Middle East 
Democracy: the 
Hamas Factor 

Saul Landau 
Halfway Down 
the Road to 
Hell 

Joe Allen 
The Murder of 
George 
Jackson: an 
Interview with 
His Lawyer, 
Stephen 
Bingham 

Steve Shore 
Berlusconi on 
Capitol Hill: "I 
Am Italy!" 

Denise Boggs 
Roadless and 
Clueless: 
Wilderness 
Logging 
Greenwashed 
by Enviro 
Groups 

Norman 
Finkelstein 
The Attacks on 
Beyond 



Chutzpah 

Website of the 
Day 
ScreenHead 

  

March 1, 2006 

Mairead 
Corrigan 
Maguire 
The Human 
Right to a 
Nuclear Free 
World 

Niranjan 
Ramakrishnan 
The India That 
Can No Longer 
Say No 

Faheem 
Hussain 
Bush in 
Pakistan 

Antony 
Loewenstein 
Spinning Us to 
War with Iran: 
an Aussie 
Perspective 

Elizabeth 
Schulte 
The Charge to 
Overturn Roe 
Has Begun 

Mike Whitney 
Sudan: Beware 
Bolton's 
Sudden 
Humanitarianism 



John Ryan 
Canada and the 
American 
Empire 

Michael 
Donnelly 
Brokeback 
Mountain: a No 
Love Story 

Tom Reeves 
Haitian Election 
Aftermath 

Website of the 
Day 
Mardi Gras 
Index: 
Reuilding of 
New Orleans 
Stalled 

  

  

  

  

Subscribe 
Online 


