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Wounds inflicted by the experimental
weapons used in strike on the Gaza Strip. 

Last update - 09:18 11/10/2006

Italian probe: Israel used new weapon prototype in
Gaza Strip
By Meron Rapoport, Haaretz Correspondent

An investigative report to be aired on Italian television Wednesday raises the
possibility that Israel has used an experimental weapon in the Gaza Strip in
recent months, causing especially serious physical injuries, such as amputated
limbs and severe burns. 

The weapon is similar to one developed by the U.S. military, known as DIME,
which causes a powerful and lethal blast, but only within a relatively small radius.

The Italian report is based on the eyewitness accounts of medical doctors in the
Strip, as well as tests carried out in an Italian laboratory. The investigative team
is the same one that exposed, several months ago, the use by U.S. forces in
Iraq of phosphorous bombs, against Iraqi rebels in Faluja. 

Israel Air Force Maj.-Gen
(res.) Yitzhak Ben-Israel,
formerly head of the IDF's
weapons-development
program, told the Italian
reporters that "one of the
ideas [behind the weapon]
is to allow those targeted to
be hit without causing
damage to bystanders or
other persons." 

The investigation, by
Rai24news, follows reports
by Gaza-based doctors of
inexplicably serious
injuries. The doctors
reported an exceptionally large number of wounded who lost legs, of completely
burned bodies and injuries unaccompanied by metal shrapnel. Some of the
doctors also claimed that they removed particles from wounds that could not be
seen in an x-ray machine. 

According to those who testified, the wounded were hit by munitions launched
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from drones, most of them in July. 

Dr. Habas al-Wahid, head of the emergency room at the Shuhada al-Aqsa
hospital, in Deir el-Balah, told the reporters that the legs of the injured were
sliced from their bodies "as if a saw was used to cut through the bone." There
were signs of heat and burns near the point of the amputation, but no signs that
the dismemberment was caused by metal fragments. 

Dr. Juma Saka, of Shifa Hospital, in Gaza City, said the doctors found small
entry wounds on the bodies of the wounded and the dead. According to Saka, a
powder was found on the victims' bodies and in their internal organs. 

"The powder was like microscopic shrapnel, and these are what likely caused
the injuries," Saka said. 

The Italian investigative team raised the possibility that the IDF is making use of
a weapon similar in character to DIME - Dense Inert Metal Explosive - developed
for the U.S. military. According to the official website of a U.S. air force
laboratory, it is a "focused lethality" weapon, which aims to accurately destroy
the target while causing minimum damage to the surrounding. 

According to the site, the projectile comprises a carbon-fiber casing filled with
tungsten powder and explosives. In the explosion, tungsten particles - a metal
capable of conducting very high temperatures - spread over a radius of four
meters and cause death. 

According to the U.S.-based website Defense-Tech, "the result is an incredibly
destructive blast in a small area" and "the destructive power of the mixture
causes far more damage than pure explosive." It adds that "the impact of the
micro-shrapnel seems to cause a similar but more powerful effect than a
shockwave." 

The weapon is supposed to still be in the testing phase and has not been used
on the battlefield. 

The Italian reporters sent samples of the particles found in wounds of injured in
the Gaza Strip to a laboratory at the University of Parma. Dr. Carmela Vaccaio
said that in analyzing the samples, she found "a very high concentration of
carbon and the presence of unusual materials," such as copper, aluminum and
tungsten. Dr. Vaccaio says these findings "could be in line with the hypothesis"
that the weapon in question is DIME. 

On the matter of DIME, Ben-Israel told the Italian reporters that "this is a
technology that allows the striking of very small targets." 

The report says that the weapon is not banned by international law, especially
since it has not been officially tested. 

It is believed that the weapon is highly carcinogenic and harmful to the
environment. 

The non-governmental organization Physicians for Human Rights has written to
Defense Minister Amir Peretz requesting explanations for the aforementioned
injuries to Palestinians. Amos Gilad, a senior adviser to the minister, is supposed
to meet with the group on the matter in the near future.
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  236.  ISR-USA ALLIANCE turned the PALs

into ARM LABS GUINEA-PIGS
23:28 | EYES2C 11/10/06

  237.  #214 Jonathan 23:28 | Peter Dale 11/10/06
  238.  It`s a more HUMANE weapon, guys 23:31 | daisy 11/10/06
  239.  errata corrigenda#217 48 =47 23:31 | Peter Dale 11/10/06
  240.  #229 Chanah 23:38 | Peter Dale 11/10/06
  241.  Jasmine Murphy 23:48 | Walid 11/10/06
  242.  Walid # 212 That`s the Whole Point! 23:58 | Jeff Northridge 11/10/06
  243.  Walid - I was wrong about DIME 23:59 | Pssd Off

American
11/10/06

  244.  George 00:02 | Walid 12/10/06
  245.  Peter Dale #217 00:08 | Gee 12/10/06
  246.  Yonatan 00:09 | whoopwhoop 12/10/06
  247.  New Weapons 00:11 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  248.  George 00:12 | Walid 12/10/06
  249.  Safe weapons solution 00:13 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  250.  Peter Dale #232 00:15 | Gee 12/10/06
  251.  218. Mendel-the-Bean 00:19 | Mendel the

Mean
12/10/06

  252.  # 184 , # 185 Omar 00:22 | Joseph E . 12/10/06
  253.  #195 Gee(Peter Dale) 00:24 | George 12/10/06
  254.  OMAR-Simple Truth 00:30 | Gabe1 12/10/06
  255.  to BEN JAMBO 00:31 | * TALKBACK

OBSERVER*
12/10/06

  256.  Peter Dale on Yonatan #214 00:35 | peter 12/10/06
  257.  Pssd Off American #243 00:39 | Gee 12/10/06
  258.  George # 230 Tungsten 00:42 | Jeff Northridge 12/10/06
  259.  # 92 Darren You sound very..... 00:52 | Maureen Ann 12/10/06
  260.  The more I read Haaretz, the more... 00:52 | Fritz 12/10/06
  261.  # 238 hoopssy daisy 00:59 | Joseph E . 12/10/06
  262.  # 231 Walid 01:08 | Joseph E . 12/10/06
  263.  shame 01:22 | loza 12/10/06
  264.  Expereience counts for something 01:26 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  265.  Dropping the DIME 01:33 | Wilson F.

Engel, III
12/10/06

  266.  EYES2C 01:34 | rich 12/10/06
  267.  To Karim #17 01:35 | Bob 12/10/06
  268.  A light unto the nations? 01:35 | Joe 12/10/06



  269.  gee 01:36 | rich 12/10/06
  270.  Something disgusting about this 01:39 | Colin Wright 12/10/06
  271.  To Clickfool: have you heard about it? 01:41 | Doctor 12/10/06
  272.  to #36 01:46 | ljf-canada 12/10/06
  273.  A light unto the nations? 02:07 | Joe 12/10/06
  274.  Gee I 02:11 | Pssd Off

American
12/10/06

  275.  247 - New Weapons 02:20 | A 12/10/06
  276.  loza 02:23 | TonyL 12/10/06
  277.  ISRAEL HAS BECOME AN IMMORAL

COUNTRY
02:29 | Dutch 12/10/06

  278.  #64 Maasoud, Such savagery.... 02:37 | Dutch 12/10/06
  279.  New israeli weapon 03:01 | Einstein 12/10/06
  280.  George and Jeff 03:02 | Pssd Off

American
12/10/06

  281.  Israel has become part of the Axis of Evil 03:04 | Dutch 12/10/06
  282.  rich #236 03:08 | Gee 12/10/06
  283.  # 271 Doctor 03:25 | Maureen Ann 12/10/06
  284.  #269 - Rich 03:30 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  285.  new weapon 03:31 | Arslan 12/10/06
  286.  #270 Colin Wright (Limb slicing) 03:36 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  287.  #271 - Have you heard about it? 03:38 | *BEN JABO 12/10/06
  288.  A new weapon prototype? 03:41 | Joe 12/10/06
  289.  Colin Wright #270 03:42 | TonyL 12/10/06
  290.  The Jewish people have lost their soul 03:51 | Abraham 12/10/06
  291.  Let the world read these messages 03:59 | Abraham 12/10/06
  292.  We don`t need to fear anti-semitism 04:06 | Nathan 12/10/06
  293.  New weapons 04:12 | Nathan 12/10/06
  294.  Jasmine Murphy My Response 04:20 | Omar 12/10/06
  295.  Dutch 04:22 | Omar 12/10/06
  296.  MONSTERS 04:51 | Observer 12/10/06
  297.  Maureen Ann # 259 Casualty Ratios 04:56 | Jeff Northridge 12/10/06
  298.  * BEN JABO # 264 That`s About It! 05:21 | Jeff Northridge 12/10/06
  299.  283-The Jewish people(Abraham) 05:22 | George 12/10/06
  300.  rpg tank shell 05:53 | leander 12/10/06
  301.  History 06:07 | CP 12/10/06
  302.  Observer/Abraham/Nathan 06:39 | TonyL 12/10/06
  303.  Omar the naive 07:01 | Jasmine

Murphy
12/10/06

  304.  TO DIVERT ATTENTION TO DARFUR 07:37 | indrajaya 12/10/06
  305.  Re #260 `the more I read Haaretz...` 07:50 | Colin Wright 12/10/06
  306.  History - typo 07:56 | CP 12/10/06
  307.  #235 is fake. 08:04 | Guess who 12/10/06
  308.  # 75, FAKE INDRAJAYA 08:31 | indrajaya 12/10/06
  309.  Israel`s fall 08:53 | Brigitte Meier 12/10/06
  310.  #305, Colin Wright 09:03 | Cipora

Julianna Kohn
12/10/06

  311.  277 Dutch? 09:44 | Itsik 12/10/06
  312.  #296 observer 09:49 | Itsik 12/10/06
  313.  #298 Jeff Northridge 09:59 | Itsik 12/10/06
  314.  #288 to Joe from Ramallah 09:59 | Alex 12/10/06
  315.  gee 10:45 | rich 12/10/06
  316.  #304 Indrajaya 10:50 | Josef 12/10/06
  317.  Arm 10:52 | Josef 12/10/06
  318.  291. "Let the world read these messages" 10:57 | some old yid 12/10/06
  319.  Lab testing 11:21 | Tom 12/10/06
  320.  Lena Too 11:42 | Albert

Seligman
12/10/06

  321.  Destruction 11:45 | Trey 12/10/06
  322.  Tareq 11:47 | Albert

Seligman
12/10/06

  323.  #245 Gee 12:51 | Peter Dale 12/10/06
  324.  #Gee 245 pt.2 12:52 | Peter Dale 12/10/06
  325.  #290 - Abraham`s Terrorist Illusions 12:57 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  326.  #294 - Jeff 13:12 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  327.  Maureen Ann 13:22 | Doctor 12/10/06
  328.  To Dutch #281 13:26 | Bob 12/10/06
  329.  To Dutch #277 13:30 | Bob 12/10/06



  330.  Jobanye Zhydy 13:55 | eurofighter 12/10/06
  331.  BEN JABO #325 15:21 | Guess who 12/10/06
  332.  # 56 Yossi re:clickfool THE FOOLISH.... 16:23 | Kathy 12/10/06
  333.  Laboratorium 16:23 | JJ 12/10/06
  334.  # 6 Paul Joseph. I AM WITH YOU ALL

THE WAY!!!
16:28 | Kathy 12/10/06

  335.  #331 - Guesswho should be Guesswhat 17:04 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  336.  #331 - Guesswho should be Guesswhat 17:04 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  337.  #331 - 2- Guess who s/b Guess What 17:18 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  338.  All Battlefield Weapons Injure and Kill 18:39 | steve 12/10/06
  339.  Dime weapon 18:53 | ed e. 12/10/06
  340.  # 337 BEN JABO. ON THIS LAST

POSTING....
19:38 | Kathy 12/10/06

  341.  war 20:09 | rudeboy 12/10/06
  342.  paolo ortenzi #58 THE TRUTH HAS

SPOKEN
20:37 | EVA 12/10/06

  343.  Haaretz only begins to do justice to
ghastliness...

20:44 | Richard
Silverstein

12/10/06

  344.  Dime 20:48 | Mannstein 12/10/06
  345.  #296 - MONSTERS 20:58 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  346.  #340 - DIME 21:04 | * BEN JABO 12/10/06
  347.  344 Jabotinsky 22:33 | Peter Dale 12/10/06
  348.  so what if its experimental 22:48 | ralph 12/10/06
  349.  Silverstein`s ghastliness 23:17 | Nina 12/10/06
  350.  #345 - Turning the other cheedk 00:43 | * BENJABO 13/10/06
  351.  re #310 Cipora re #05 Colin Wright re... 00:49 | Colin Wright 13/10/06
  352.  Vatican 00:58 | * BEN JABO 13/10/06
  353.  Beware of double speak 01:18 | Rob 13/10/06
  354.  "No Justice No Peace" 14:50 | Martin 14/10/06
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