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Iran, Bush & Nuremberg 

Peter Dyer, Consortiumnews.com 

May 16, 2006 
 
 
Editor's Note: What has been perhaps most mind-boggling about George W. Bush's 
presidency is its consistent inconsistency on the application of law, both at home and 
abroad. Bush demands respect for the law from U.S. citizens and lectures foreign 
countries on the need to abide by international norms, while simultaneously flouting 
the rules when they apply to him or his administration. 
 
For instance, Vice President Dick Cheney upbraided Russia for its use of economic 
power -- i.e. control of energy -- to coerce a neighbor, but Bush goes even beyond 
economic power, to include military might, to force countries to do what Bush wants, 
with the unprovoked invasion of Iraq the most notable example, followed now by the 
implicit threat of an attack against Iran. 
 
All the while, the mainstream American news media acts as if nothing's amiss, that it's 
entirely normal for the United States to attack nations that are perceived as somehow 
presenting a theoretical future threat to U.S. interests -- and for Bush self-righteously 
to adopt contradictory positions for other countries. In this guest essay, Peter Dyer 
reminds us that there have been rules and principles set through time that prohibit 
violence except in immediate self-defense: 
 
There is an old and cynical maxim: "The more people one kills, the 
less likely one is to be punished." 
 
One of the most pernicious consequences of the invasion of Iraq is that in the United 
States it is now apparently accepted virtually without challenge that aggressive war is 
a legitimate tool of American foreign policy. 
 
I have seen nothing in the mainstream American media discussion of the pros and cons 
of a "preemptive" assault on Iran by the United States which deals with the possibility 
that this may be illegal or even morally wrong. So far this is simply not part of the 
debate. 
 
We Americans are afflicted with historical, legal and moral amnesia. It used to be that 
most of us thought it was wrong to invade a country which had neither harmed us nor 
was imminently ready to harm us. There is a solid legal and moral foundation for this 
belief. Crucial to this foundation are: 
 
Article VI of the U.S. Constitution: "This Constitution, and the laws of the United States 
which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the 
land..." 
 
Chapter 1, Articles 3 and 4 of the United Nations Charter: a treaty which the U.S. not 
only signed but had a major role in bringing to life: "All Members shall settle their 
international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace 
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and security, and justice, are not endangered. All Members shall refrain in their 
international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the 
Purposes of the United Nations." 
 
This language was incorporated into the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty which the 
U.S. also signed and had a major role in bringing to life. 
 
The Nuremberg Charter, Section II Article 6: "The following acts, or any of them, are 
crimes coming within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which there shall be individual 
responsibility: (a) Crimes Against Peace: namely, planning, preparation, initiation or 
waging of a war of aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties..." 
 
In 1946, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted Resolution 95 
(1), affirming "the principles of International Law recognized by the Charter of the 
Nuremberg Tribunal and the judgment of the Tribunal." 
 
The Bible: Exodus Chapter 20, Verse 13: "Thou shalt not kill". 
 
Unfortunately, it couldn’t be more clear that those people who are responsible for the 
war in Iraq, and who are now calculating the cost/benefits analysis of an American 
attack on Iran, leaving "all options on the table", are operating on the premise that 
they are allowed to start killing other people any time they want. 
 
And it couldn’t be more clear that they are wrong. It boils down to two fundamentals: 
1) Nobody is above the law and 2) Thou shalt not kill. 
 
The calls for impeachment of President Bush and other architects of the war of 
aggression in Iraq are growing. What we really need to do though, in my opinion, is to 
arrest them and put them on trial for this crime. 
 
Again, from the Nuremberg Charter, Section II, Article 7: "The official position of 
defendants, whether as Heads of State or responsible officials in Government 
Departments, shall not be considered as freeing them from responsibility or mitigating 
punishment." 
 
In November of 1945 in his opening statement at the first Nuremberg trial, chief 
American prosecutor U.S. Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson said: "We must never 
forget that the record on which we judge these defendants today is the record on 
which history will judge us tomorrow. To pass these defendants a poisoned chalice is 
to put it to our own lips as well." 
 
The men and women in the Bush administration are not possessed of any unusual 
innate or acquired characteristics or privileges which render them above the law. To 
the contrary, they are public servants and we hired them to preserve, protect and 
defend the law. 
 
And while many Americans may have difficulty visualizing these people under arrest 
and on trial, the legacy of the Sixth Commandment, of Nuremberg, of the U.N. Charter 
and of the U.S. Constitution is clear. 
 
Peter Dyer is a machinist who moved with his wife from California to 
New Zealand in 2004. (This essay was originally published in the Winters Express.) 
 

COMMENTS BY REGISTERED READERS OF URUKNET  
 

The underneath postings are under the only responsability of the authors, and not 
necessarily we agree with them. If someone feels that any comment contains 

pornographic or racist expressions, or contents contrary to the law, let us know and - if 
our legal office confirms - it will removed asap. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Uruknet on A

 

 

America's "W
Terrorism", bo
Michel Chossud

 
 
:: What happe
Kurdish Halabj
 

 

:: If you find th
informative, p

donate - ev
donation helps 
up with costs. T

 

:: Motore di ric
Search Eng

 

uruknet  

the web  

 
:: Special repo
on the trial of 
President Sad
Hussein by Dr
Curtis F.J. Doe
 

 
:: Ego te bap
carpam: rea

misiticazio
giuridica ne

perdurante g
di aggressio

all'Iraq 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DELLA MORTE  

:: THE ANTI-EMPIRE 
REPORT N° 32  

:: Il motivo per cui 
deve essere Israele 
a rinunciare alla 
violenza  

:: PROTEGGERE 
ISRAELE: IL 
METODO CHOMSKY 

 

:: CONDANNE A 
MORTE: SADDAM 
148, BUSH 152  

:: IL PRESIDENTE 
IRANIANO VUOLE 
CANCELLARE 
ISRAELE DALLA 
MAPPA E NEGA 
L’OLOCAUSTO?  

:: LE RAGAZZE 
SCOMPARSE DELL’ 
IRAQ  

:: Trasformando il 
mondo in una zona 
di guerra  

:: Sabato 13 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie in breve 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: TRE AUTOBOMBE 
IN MATTINATA, A 
BAGHDAD  

:: BOMBE 
DISTRUGGONO DUE 
MOSCHEE A NORD 
DI BAGHDAD  

:: CHAVEZ, BUSH 
DOVREBBE ESSERE 
PROCESSATO PER 
GENOCIDIO  

:: Venerdi' 12 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie in breve 
sull'occupazione 
dell'Iraq  

:: Omosessuale 
irakeno ucciso  

:: Iraq: miliziani 
sciiti scalzano 
dirigenti da scuole e 
ospedali  

:: Giovedi' 11 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie 
sull'occupazione 
dell'Iraq  

:: Mercoledi' 10 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie 
sull'occupazione 
dell'Iraq - parte 2  

:: Mercoledi' 10 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie dall'Iraq 
occupato - Parte 1 

 

:: Martedi' 9 maggio 
2006: Notizie 
sull'occupazione 

 

 
 

          
[ Printable version ] | [ Send it to a friend ] 

 
 

[ Contatto/Contact ] | [ Home Page ] | [Tutte le notizie/All news ] 

 

You can get the password for comments by clicking HERE (needed only once forever).  
 

Once you have the password, click HERE to publish your own comment below here.  

 
 

Still no comments for this article. 

 

Font size
Carattere

1 2 

 
 

 

:: News: list +
 

(English) (Ita
(Français

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

di 
Aldo Bernar

( PDF ) 

cambia

change

Accessib

:: Chi vivrà IR
Un deserto 
chiamato pace

:: “Il diario di 
Sheehan Mam
Pace”  

:: Iraq, confer
per domani 18
marzo la marc

:: 4 marzo 200
"L'informazion
prigione! In 
prigione!"  

:: Milano, 17 
gennaio 2006
Discorsi sulla p
con «Mamma 
Cindy»  

:: Torino, 13 
gennaio 2006 
Iniziativa di 
solidarietà con
resistenza del 
Popolo Irachen
per il ritiro del
truppe italiane
dall’Iraq occup

:: 7 dicembre 
fiaccolate per 
ostaggi "Cristi
Peacemakers 
Team" (CPT) -
appello per 
mobilitarsi in t
Italia...  

:: Milano 21 
novembre 200
Verità e giusti
per Fallujia  

:: Bombe al fo
in Iraq: sit-in 
14 e martedi 1
novembre 200

:: 8-14 ottobre
2005 - SAN 
LAZZARO - Un
mostra dedica
'all'altra faccia
dell'Iraq  

:: Firenze16 
settembre 200
Proiezione del 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dell'Iraq  

:: Autobomba a Tal 
Afar: 17 morti  

:: Lunedi' 8 maggio 
2006: Notizie 
sull'occupazione 
dell'Iraq.  

:: Domenica 7 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie 
sull'occupazione 
dell'Iraq.  

:: Calipari: violato il 
diritto 
internazionale  

:: Kurdistan, 
parlamento vota per 
governo unico  

:: Morto il quarto 
carabiniere ferito 
nell'attentato a 
Nassiriya  

:: Altre notizie 
sull'Iraq occupato di 
Venerdi' 5 maggio e 
Sabato 6 maggio 
2006  

:: IRAQ: LA 
POLIZIA IMPONE IL 
COPRIFUOCO A 
BASSORA  

:: Iraq. Abbattuto 
elicottero britannico 
scontri in citta'  

:: AFGHANISTAN / 
IRAQ: 
PRECIPITANO DUE 
ELICOTTERI USA E 
GB  

:: Kabul, attacco a 
pattuglia italiana: 
due morti  

:: 100.000 iracheni 
fuggiti dalla 
violenza, Mezzaluna 
Rossa irachena  

:: Giovedi' 4 maggio 
2006 - Altre notizie 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: Bomba vicino al 
tribunale, 9 morti e 
decine di feriti  

:: Baghdad, uccisi in 
agguati generale e 
funzionario  

:: 13 civili uccisi in 
un bombardamento 
aereo americano a 
Ramadi  

:: DUE SOLDATI 
USA UCCISI DA 
BOMBA A BAGHDAD 

 

:: Mercoledi' 3 
maggio 2006: Altre 
notizie del giorno 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: Aggiornamenti 3 
maggio 2006  

 

 

 
 

:: All even

 

 

 

 

 

"Falluja"  

:: Milano 16 
settembre 200
Incontro con 
associazioni 
irachene  

:: Report e pro
dell'assemblea
War del 10 
settembre 200
Roma  

:: Autodeter-  
minazione e res
irakena

di Aldo Bernardi
Ordinario di Diri
internazionale 
all'Università di 

:: ONU - XX Ass
Generale (1965

La XX Assemble
Generale dell’ON
(1965) dichiara 
legittimità della 
da parte dei pop
sotto oppression
coloniale, per 
esercitare il loro
all' autodeter-  
minazione e 
all'indipendenza
Inoltre, l'Assem
invita "tutti gli S
fornire assistenz
morale e mater
movimenti di 
liberazione nazi
nei territori colo

:: ONU - Risoluz
1514

"L'Assemblea G
dichiara che: la 
soggezione dei 
dominio stranie
conquista e 
asservimento 
costituisce una 
negazione dei d
umani fondame
contraria alla Ca
delle Nazioni Un
un impedimento
promozione dell
e della cooperaz
mondiali. 
Tutti i popoli ha
diritto all' autod
minazione; in v
tale diritto essi 
liberamente 
determinare il lo
status politico e
liberamente per
il loro sviluppo 
economico, soci
culturale".

:: Convenzione 
Ginevra, Protoco
Addizionale I (1

La lotta armata 
essere usata, co
ultima risorsa, c
mezzo per eserc
diritto all' autod
minazione.

:: Tribunale pen
internazionale

In base allo Sta



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

:: Martedi' 2 maggio 
2006: Notizie flash 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: Lunedi' 1° 
maggio 2006: 
Notizie flash su e 
dall'Iraq occupato  

:: I corpi si stanno 
accatastando  

:: IRAQ: ANCORA 
BOMBARDAMENTI 
IRANIANI, VITTIME 

 

:: Domenica 30 
aprile 2006: Notizie 
flash sull'Iraq 
occupato  

:: Sabato 29 aprile 
2006 - Notizie flash 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: New York: 
300.000 in marcia 
contro la guerra in 
Iraq  

:: Ambasciatrice 
Usa a Berna critica 
anti americanismo 

 

:: Venerdi' 28 aprile 
2006: Notizie 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: Iraq: per Saddam 
Hussein terzo 
compleanno in 
prigione  

:: Giovedi' 27 aprile 
2006: altre notizie 
sull'Iraq occupato  

:: Dietro le bombe 
'improvvisate' gli 
esperti artificieri di 
Saddam  

:: Bomba a 
Nassiriya - Quattro 
morti - Tre sono 
italiani  

:: Uccisa a Baghdad 
sorella neo 
vicepresidente al-
Hashemi  

:: Mercoledi' 26 
aprile 2006: Notizie 
flash sull'Iraq 
occupato  

:: IRAQ: RICE 
RAGGIUNGE 
RUMSFELD IN 
VISITA A 
SORPRESA A 
BAGHDAD  

:: Iraq, visita a 
sorpresa di 
Rumsfeld per 
sostenere nuovo 
premier  

:: 25 aprile 2006, 
martedi': Notizie 
flash sull'Iraq 
occupato  

 
 

 
 
 

:: If you find th
informative, p

donate - every d
helps us keep u

costs. Than
 

 

Tribunale penale
internazionale, 
definiti “crimini 
guerra”: 
(1) attacchi lanc
intenzionalment
contro popolazio
civili in quanto t
contro civili che
prendano dirett
parte alle ostilit
(4) attacchi lanc
intenzionalment
consapevolezza 
stessi avranno c
conseguenza la 
di vite umane tr
popolazione civi
lesioni a civili o 
proprietà civili o
danni diffusi du
gravi all’ambien
naturale che sia
manifestamente
eccessivi rispett
all’insieme dei c
e diretti i vantag
militari previsti.

 
:: Iraq anthem 
(click to listen) 

 

:: Click here t
uruknet group: 
receive all artic

your mailb
Yahoo grou

suspende

 
Master "En
Mattei in M

Oriente
Università

Teramo



[ home page] | [ tutte le notizie/all news ] | [ download banner] | [ ultimo aggiornamento/last update 18/05/2006 22:10 ]  

Vuoi una pagina più leggera di uruknet.info in italiano da mettere come tua pagina iniziale? CLICKA QUI.  
Would you like a lighter page of uruknet.info in english to set as your initial page? CLICK HERE.  

Est-ce que vous aiment uruknet.info en français comme votre page initiale? CLIQUEZ ICI.  
¿Usted quieres uruknet.info como su pagina inicial en español? CLICK AQUÌ.  

Você gostam de ter uruknet.info como sua pàgina inicial no português? ESTALE AQUI.  

 
You are using a MS operating system! Nothing so wrong with this, but try also others (Mac, Linux, Unix) 

You are using a MS browser! Nothing so wrong with this, but try also others (Mozilla, Netscape, Opera) 

19-May-2006 00:50 

 
 

W

 
 
 

uruknet, uruklink, iraq, uruqlink, iraq, irak, irakeno, iraqui, uruk, uruqlink, saddam hussein, baghdad, mesopotamia, babilonia, uday, qusay, udai, 
qusai,hussein, feddayn, fedayn saddam, mujaheddin, mojahidin, tarek aziz, chalabi, iraqui, baath, ba'ht, Aljazira, aljazeera, Iraq, Saddam Hussein, Palestina, 
Sharon, Israele, Nasser, ahram, hayat, sharq awsat, iraqwar,irakwar All pictures  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

:: All flash-news 

 
 

:: If you find this site 
informative, please 

donate - every 
donation helps us 

keep up with costs. 
Thanks.  

 

  

 

:: PREFAZIONE 
Un rompighiaccio 
dell’informazione 
giusta  

:: Usa, governo 
«etnico» per l'Iraq 

 

:: COME SE NON CI 
FOSSE UN DOMANI, 
I SUNNITI 
LASCIANO L'IRAQ  

:: Lunedì 24 aprile 
2006: Notizie flash 
sull'Iraq occupato. 

 

:: Quanto sono 
matti?  

:: COME SE NON CI 
FOSSE UN DOMANI, 
I SUNNITI 
LASCIANO L'IRAQ  

    

:: This site contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such 
material available in our efforts to advance understanding of environmental, political, human rights, economic, democracy, scientific, and social 
justice issues, etc. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In 
accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in 
receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. For more info go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml. If 
you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain permission from the copyright 
owner.  
::  We always mention the author and link the original site and page of every article. 

More and more people report us that they are receiving e-mails apparently coming from uruknet.info and 
containing a virus. We verified, and we assure that they don't come from us at all. We do not write e-mails to 



 
 

anyone if not explicitly requested (opt-in).  
If you receive such e-mail, do not open it; please view "message source" (Mozilla) or "details" (Outlook Express) 
and verify if you see any IP address 213.203.151.218 inside it. Otherwise, let us know. Until now, all such 
infected e-mails contain it. 

Visitors Online 

 United States: 41 
 Australia: 7 
 Canada: 5 
 Belgium: 3 
 United Kingdom: 2 
China: 1  
Italy: 1  
Mexico: 1  
Sweden: 1  

62 visitors from 9 countries 
Free NeoCOUNTER 

 
 
 


