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Israel holds Palestinian Speaker

Israeli forces have
detained the Speaker of
the Palestinian parliament
at his home in the West
Bank.

Aziz Dweik, also a key
member of Hamas, which
controls the government, was
held after 20 Israeli vehicles
surrounded his home in
Ramallah.

Israeli forces had twice before
surrounded Mr Dweik's home

The Israeli military confirmed the detention, saying Mr
Dweik was a legitimate target as a Hamas leader.

Palestinian Prime Minister Ismail Haniya condemned the
action, accusing Israel of "piracy".

He said: "We urge all Arab and international
parliamentarians to condemn and denounce this crime
and to secure the release of Aziz Dweik and all jailed
ministers and lawmakers."

Israel detained eight members of the Hamas-led
government and 20 MPs on 29 June. Palestinians called
that an act of war.

The detentions followed the capture of an Israeli soldier
by Palestinian militants in June.

An Israeli army spokesman,
confirming Mr Dweik's
detention to Reuters news
agency, said: "Since Hamas ¢
is a terrorist organisation, he g
is a target for arrest.”

Israeli forces had twice
previously surrounded Mr
Dweik's home but had not
arrested him.

Israel has launched a number of strikes
in Gaza in recent days

Mr Dweik's wife told Reuters on Saturday: "We were
sitting home peacefully, normally. Then we heard
knocking on the door.

"He went down because the army was there. He opened
the door. They saw him in his pyjamas and asked him to
go with them."

Red Cross request

The move came as Israel continued operations in the
Gaza Strip.

Late on Saturday a Palestinian boy was Kkilled in an air
strike in the southern town of Rafah, local medical
sources said.

Help | Contact us

MIDDLE EAST

CRISIS » In Depth
LATEST NEWS

US, France agree UN text
Israeli border strike 'kills 26’

Gaza strikes ‘kill Palestinians’

FEATURES

taking a mental as well
as physical toll

Israel's economy copes - for now
Crisis in the Gaza Strip deepens
Hezbollah defiant amid the rubble
Hezbollah missile threat

BACKGROUND & ANALYSIS
Qana makes grim history again

Lebanon crisis: Future scenarios

Who are the Mid-East prisoners?

Day-by-day: Lebanon crisis
VOICES

Conflict Aid Workers

Voices: The cost of conflict

Israeli voices

VIDEO AND AUDIO

Reports and analysis

HAVE YOUR SAY
Where will it end?

PROFILES
Hezbollah

o

TOP MIDDLE EAST STORIES
US, France agree UN Lebanon text
Israel holds Palestinian Speaker
US troops face ‘'war crimes' claim

(Ll | What is RSS?

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

MOST E-MAILED | MOST READ

US, France agree UN Lebanon
text

India and Pakistan in expulsions
Israel holds Palestinian Speaker
Deployed to Afghanistan's 'Hell'
Egyptian group ‘joins' al-Qaeda

Most popular now, in detail



Earlier, at least four people - two militants and two
civilian teenagers - died in separate Israeli attacks in the
area.

Israeli soldiers and tanks moved back into the southern
Gaza Strip three days ago, conducting searches for the
detained soldier, Cpl Gilad Shalit.

Also on Saturday, Hamas issued a statement rejecting a
Red Cross request for a visit to Cpl Shalit, saying it was
"not appropriate at a time when more than 10,000
Palestinian families are denied to visit their prisoners".

Israeli Cabinet minister Ophir Pines said: "We allow
people to see Palestinian prisoners... people know where
they are and we allow access by international
organisations".
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