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absence of air force ordnance capable of cracking Hizbollah command bunkers.

Israel asked the United States in 2004 to sell it bunker busters. Pentagon approval for
the sale of 100 GBU-28 bombs, capable of penetrating some 20 feet (7 metres) of
concrete, came through last year but Israel's Defence Ministry, amid steep budget
cuts, decided against making the purchase.

Citing U.S. officials, the New York Times reported on Saturday that the Bush
administration was rushing a delivery of satellite- and laser-guided bombs to Israel in
response to an Israeli request connected to the Lebanon offensive.

The report did not give details on the munitions in question but said they were part of
a sale the Pentagon approved in 2005.

AlertNet news is provided by REUTERS B
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People release pigeons during a pro-Israeli
demonstration in Kiev July 24, 2006. Several
thousand people, mostly Ukrainian Jews,
gathered in central Kiev on Monday to voice
backing for Israel fighting Hizbollah guerrillas in
Lebanon.
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