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They just wanted to go home together

By Amira Hass

R. had a work meeting in Ramallah. She planned to return home, to East
Jerusalem, with M., her partner, who works in Ramallah. They reached the
Hizma checkpoint, east of the Pisgat Ze'ev settlement, where there is a
permanent Israel Defense Forces post that checks all travelers heading to
Jerusalem. You are forbidden to take this route, said the soldiers. Only your
husband is allowed. Take the Qalandiyah checkpoint route

R. and M. have been married for about 10 years. He is a Palestinian, born in
East Jerusalem, an Israeli resident. She has an ID card from the territories. She
has a permit to be in Jerusalem, at home, with her children and spouse.

As soon as they were married they applied to the Israeli Interior Ministry for
"family unification." Despite promises, including written promises, she is still
waiting for the residency document. They've been through a lot of Kafkaesque
travails as a result, but the new prohibition against going home together shocked
even them. They thought it might have been a soldier's whim, but a news item in
Haaretz last Friday made clear to them that it is a military order, signed by Maj.
Gen. Yair Naveh, commander of the IDF in the Judea and Samaria region. The
order forbids Palestinians from entering Israel via any route other than 11 special
crossings that were allocated only to them - and they can only cross those on
foot. Palestinians are not allowed to drive inside Israel. The order also prohibits
Israelis from bringing Palestinians into Israel through passages designated for
Israelis only.
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At the Hizma junction,
which is for Israelis only,
the "seam administration of
the Defense Ministry has
not yet hung the signs that
it already hung on the road
leading from the settlement
of Ma'aleh Adumim to
Jerusalem. The signs are
hung alongside the road
and at the military
checkpoint, and say, in
Hebrew and Arabic,
"Passage is for Israelis
only. Transporting and/or
movement of people who
are not Israelis is forbidden
through this passage.”
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The yellow signs explain who is an Israeli. The definition is in the major general's
order, and is the standard definition used in military orders declaring "a closed
military area" to Palestinians, where only Israelis are allowed to enter. "An
Israeli," says the order and the sign, "is a resident of Israel, someone whose
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residency is in the region [meaning the occupied territory - A.H.] and is an Israeli
citizen [a settler - A.H.] or one who is eligible to become an immigrant according
to the Law of Return-1950 and someone who is not a resident of the region but
has a valid entry permit to Israel [a tourist - A.H.]

A military source confirmed to Haaretz that a decision has been made to allow
Palestinians who work for international organizations to travel, with their foreign
co-workers, through two passages designated for Israelis only "instead of making
them go to the ends of the earth" to passages designated for Palestinians only.
The problem with the separate passages is not only that they are remote and
distant, as the military source admits; the problem is not only the wasted time
involved in reaching those passages, the revolving doors that suddenly are
locked, the humiliating crowdedness, the alienating technological devices or that
most of the "passages" effectively legitimize more land expropriation and
annexation of Palestinian territory to Israel. The problem is that they are another
building block in the policy of separate development for Jews and non-Jews,
another expression of the mentality that cloaks itself in security but whose real
purpose is to preserve the hegemonic privileges of Jews, at the expense of the
Palestinians in the territories conquered from them.

This policy of separate development of two demographic groups in the same
territorial region - the occupied West Bank, where the Israeli army is the
sovereign - began with the first settlement. It continued and deepened as the
settlements proliferated and grew into separate demographic-territorial pockets
where Israeli law, which does not apply to the original inhabitants of the area, is
in force.

The residents of those territorial pockets also won extra rights, which are denied
to the native neighbors and the non-Jewish citizens of Israel. Like the right to
choose where they want to live, on both sides of the Green Line. Protected by
the superiority of the ruling military force, territorial borders were set and
bureaucratic limits were placed that a priori limit the separate development of the
native Palestinians: The area available to them is gradually shrinking, water
quotas are dwindling in comparison with what is made available to Jews,
freedom of movement is limited, and economic development is shackled and
controlled.

With time, and with international accommodation and the increase in the number
of Israelis who benefit from the system, the settlements are being transformed
from "Israeli territorial pockets" to Jewish territorial contiguity, in which there are
poor, rights deprived, over croweded and inferior "populated pockets" of the
Palestinians.

A comparison between flourishing Pisgat Ze'ev on the lands of Hizma and Anata
with Hizma and Anata, hemmed in and suffocating behind a horrendous cement
wall, proves that the policy of separate development began long before the
suicide bombings and the rise of Hamas.
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cases, they are policy
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@Dani Reiss alias Amira Hass
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someone who would know
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Could we get 1000 Jews to Live like
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The Differences between Israel and

Apartheid S. Africa are...
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Charter - Peter SM #43
Ronnie, youy shoul know better than

that!
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Right?
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Security; It's War

They Just Want To Go Home

"If a Jew enters a Palestinian town"
Israel is a Jewish State

Aaron Levitt

This is the International Border!
Andy Murray # 61 First the

Agreement, Then the Withdrawl

Security Concerns - Lior #72
#76 Mr. Northridge, not war but

occupation
Andy Murray | challenge you again

to list the 400 towns destroyed
El-Birawi

Putting the Cart Before the Horse -
Jeff Northridge 82

Bloomfield in Vancouver
Aaron, thank you. All we want is to

live in peace, side by side
andy
Yes, Ronnie, Palestinians did

commit crimes, so did Jews

el birawi
Well over 400 villages

destroyed/depopulated
Rami

El-Birawi for me a life is a life is a life
#64-" Ben Gurion", the master

strategist
Diference between Israel and

Apartheid in S. Africa
Hello Rami in Ramallah
TO Ben Israel

Settlers
Aaron Levitt #78 A little more

realism is in order.
#16, khalid
#17, khalid

To El Birawi - Lies become you
Aron Levitt :Israelis should learn

from polacks and russians

Security Considerations? Lior #90
Occupied territories as opposed to

squatters.
Yaakov Sullivan # 84 A Rose By Any

Other Name Would Smell AsSweet
Aaron Levitt #77 A little more

realism is in order.
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truth
Yaakov Sullivan # 120 Then, We

Have a Major Disagreement
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SDHD - flawed sense of history
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A MURRAY with the Hamas charter
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Lorry pf.#50 Thank you.

Khalid, Undermining Israeli Policies
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Dishonesty

american understanding israeli
Andy Murrays cut and paste from
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Israeli Racism will Pass, Eventually
Let me translate Dutch’s post #182

for you...
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Abraham Mico # 168 Cool Your Jets

a Little

Khalid

Matthew 188
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Aaron Levitt

Colin Wright

Jeff Northridge
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Watchman #161
Aaron Levitt
Truth2 and STDHD

Does Amirra Haas think
@"Josh Goldman" alias Amira Hass,

I
Amirais proof that not all Israelis

are racists

114&116 Shylock

Ibrahim is not in the picture?
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Decent Jews

Ibrahim and being oblivious
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When Underdogs Get On Top
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233.
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235.

236.

237.

238.
239.

240.
241.
242.

243.
244,

245.
246.

247.
248.

249,
250.

#3 Shlomo

XX
Truth 2, ISRAEL'S BIG FAT LIE IS

COMING TO AN END ...
Lior, | know both
Lior, Jewish studies

Re: Do the maths
#172 | @Jeff Northridge: "a single

incident "?

Me vs. world concensus, |

#209 | @Andrew Winkler, the
UNBELIEVABLE australian

"Rebel" ...

different rules for different folks
Me vs. world concensus, Il
Aaron’s little dreams

Andrew's crocodile tears

@Andrew, the non-Aborigine
#216 | @justiceseeker: Justice

found!
#221 Aaron Levitt, Many Thanks

again!
@Andrew, the non-Aborigine: Do the

logic!
#228 Michael, Please keep your

principles straight!
Khalid, we do not need to read Mein

Kampf

#209 | @Andrew Winkler, the
UNBELIEVABLE australian "Rebel",

justiceseeker | have no shame...
If alive during WW2, Hass would

worry about German rights!
To Aaron Levitt

Who is in charge here, why?
Aaron flying in the clouds.

separating populations

When will Hass get a Female
Circumcision to Show her

Solidarity?
...to Jeff Northridge...

...to Jeff Northridge
#242 Aby, About your Logic
Reply to SDSH "Why can’t the Arabs

"return" to "Palestine" once a

Reply to Bryan from Louisiana
To SDHD, who really has hung in

there

06:14 | justiceseeker
06:22 | x
07:11 | Dutch

07:13 | Khalid

07:22 | Khalid

07:22 | Andrew Winkler
07:22 | Michael

07:25 | Aaron Levitt

07:29 | Michael

07:35 | peter

07:51 | Aaron Levitt
08:11 | SDHD
08:21 | SDHD
08:31 | Michael
08:35 | Michael

08:47 | Dutch

08:49 | Michael

09:03 | Dutch

09:37 | Cipora Julianna

Kohn

09:38 | Michael

09:47 | Shlomo

09:53 | Dudu
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10:24 | Yasmine from Iran23/02/06

10:37 | simon
10:44 | Aby
15:22 | Tal

16:16 | Jeff Helper

16:22 | abraham...mico

17:04 | UGY the she
camel
17:18 | Dutch

17:47 | David Israel

18:06 | David Israel

18:08 | Aaron Levitt
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255.
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260.

261.

262.
263.

264.
265.

266.

Mizrahi refugees
Mizrahi refugees

...speaking about refugees...
...speaking about refugees

Home sweet home
#172 Jeff, STOP BLAMING THE

VICTIMS & AMIRA
QUICKSAND, OIL and DREAMS
sad so sad

Amira Hass

to... me Palestine...

Serious Denial

Aaron Levitt

The "untermenchen" subhumans

have no place on Jewish roads!

An outsider but yet inside in truth
Israel stands naked to all with eyes

to see and a heart to feel.

Israeli Apartheid

Home | Print Edition | Diplomacy | Opinion | Arts & Leisure | Sports | Jewish World | Underground | Site rules

19:00 | jay
20:00 | Aaron Levitt

20:00 | Me...the Grand
Mufti

20:11 | Me...the Grand
Mufti

20:18 | Danny

21:29 | Dutch

04:09 | me Palestinian
11:29 | sharon
17:49 | Miche

17:05 | UGY the she
camel
22:05 | Levi Strauss

23:26 | Jeff
00:00 | Sol

02:39 | Ahmed

06:07 | Marijonas Vilkelis

07:17 | Tim
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