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Palestinians: IDF chopper attacked rescue
workers

Ambulance driver Khaled Abu Saada tells Ynet that
during IDF operation in Beit Lahiya army helicopter
launched missile at rescue workers as they were
evacuating dead, wounded. ‘'l do not know for certain
whether the missile was meant to kill us or warn us
to keep away — but it was definitely aimed in our
direction,’” he says

Ali Waked

Palestinian ambulance driver Khaled Abu Saada told Ynet that
during the IDF operation in Beit Lahiya the army launched a
missile at rescue workers as they were evacuating the dead and
wounded.

“l have no doubt that one missile was aimed at us,” he said. “| do
not know for certain whether it was meant to kill us or warn us to
keep away — but it was definitely aimed in our direction.”

Four Islamic Jihad members were killed and eight other
Palestinians were wounded in the first IDF infiltration into the
heart of Gaza since last summer’s disengagement. According to
the Palestinians, some innocent civilians were also among the
casualties.
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Abu Saada said that a few minutes before midnight the hospital in

Gaza received word of an incident with casualties near the
American school in Beit Lahiya.

“We arrived at the scene, three Red Crescent and hospital



ambulances, and as we neared the area of confrontation we
noticed an IDF Apache chopper hovering above a Peugeot jeep.
We were not sure if we should come closer because of the
chopper, but people were yelling at us, “there are dead and
wounded inside.” We tried to get closer to the car, but the Apache
made sounds as if it was about to open fire. We left the scene.”

Abu Saada said that "despite our fears, we decided to carry out
our duty and enter the area. We began to search form casualties;
we found one body and then another a few meters away. As we
were moving the bodies to the ambulance we heard the Apache,
and then a missile was launched in our direction. It landed a few
dozen meters from us, and we didn’t know what to do. We threw
ourselves aside to avoid it, and when we recovered we saw that a
number of rescue workers were injured. Two of our colleagues
were seriously wounded and later required surgery. Two
journalists nearby were also hurt and required surgery.

'This is not new'

Upon arriving at the hospital with those killed and injured, the
paramedics were told of another IDF attack on a terror cell in the
area.

“We found another body of a man who apparently approached
the car that was targeted,” Abu Saada said. “One of those we
evacuated had a bullet in his head, not shrapnel, and this proves
that he was shot by one of the IDF soldiers. The exchanges of fire
persisted throughout the evacuation of the casualties.”

Palestinians claim the incident was the second in recent months
in which IDF forces targeted medics and rescue workers.
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When asked

whether he believes

the Palestinian

gunmen operating in the area pose a danger to locals, Abu
Saada said, “yesterday (Monday), when we arrived to evacuate
the casualties, we screamed at the gunmen through a
loudspeaker to leave the area and halt their fire; the gunmen
were not operating in our area, and the exchanges of fire were
also taking place in a distant area, but this did not prevent the
Israeli Apache from firing a missile at us.”

Army officials dismissed the claims, saying that at no time did
forces open fire at rescue workers.

Hanan Greenberg contributed to the report
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1. Another Palestinian Arab fantasy! Hey, terrorists,
Roger, USA (05.30.06)
2. Here's a nifty idea for you.
(05.30.06)
3. Stop shooting from ambulances, and IDF won't target it
Benjamin, TA Isreal (05.30.06)
4. an other war crime
Daniel, Manhattan, NYC, NY (05.30.06)
5.To4
(05.30.06)
6. NO WAY!I! REALLY??
KS, Lebanon (05.30.06)
7. Pals always innocent ,always victimsNever guilty of anything (End)
Alan, SA (05.30.06)
8. Was "ambulance" the terros getaway car? Sounds like Bulls*it (End)
Alan, SA (05.30.06)
9. If The IAF Was Aiming For Them, They Would Be Hamburger
Meat (End)
Yishai Kohen, YeShA, Israel (05.30.06)
10. silly question ...
NilsG, Helsingborg, Sweden (05.30.06)
11. IDF declars war on ambulanses
Saba (05.30.06)
12. To#10
Avraham, Netivot (05.30.06)
13. Look at the...
miron, ny,usa (05.30.06)
14.to #5
Saba (05.30.06)
15. this shady business
Joe, Peth -Tikva (05.30.06)
16. #6 - KS
(05.30.06)
17. Blah blah blah, Arabs are always innoccent
Caligula's Horse, Solomon's Stables (05.30.06)
18. To 14
(05.30.06)
19. Israeli double-standards
Muhammad-Ali, Montreal (05.30.06)
20. civillians
avi muyderman, prague,czech republi (05.30.06)
21.#10
Lorry (05.30.06)
22. Well...........
Ginette Golden, Toronto, Canada (05.30.06)
23. We all know it's the way Tsahah fight 'Terror'
Guillaume (05.30.06)
24. Logic
Adly, Nice (05.30.06)
25.#23
Ginette Golden, Toronto, Canada (05.30.06)
26. #23 Vive la "resistance"
Robby, San Jose, USA (05.30.06)
27. No need for rescue workers if you stop the terror. (End)
Kissel (05.30.06)
28. Where is the PA? Hamas?
Robby, San Jose, USA (05.30.06)
29. #19 Double Standards
Robby, San Jose, USA (05.30.06)

30. #25
derek, little rock (05.30.06)



31. Par for the course for those with an inferiority complex.
Cadavre, US (05.30.06)
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