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Protect Hawaii's Children Threatened by Mercury in Vaccines 
 
Hawaii Saw a 281 Percent Increase in the Number of Children Diagnosed with Autism Between 1993 and 
2000; Tme to Make a Change 
 
By Congressman Dan Burton 
7/3/2006 
 
This was sent as a letter to Governor Lingle It has come to my attention that you are currently 
considering whether to sign or veto a bill – SB 2133 – which in part eliminates the usage of Mercury as a 
vaccine preservative in the State of Hawaii. I respectfully ask you to sign this critically important bill.  
 
I believe – as do many credible national and international scientists – that a growing body of evidence 
points to a connection between Thimerosal, a Mercury-based preservative used for many years in routine 
vaccinations, autism and other neurodevelopmental disorders.  
 
In fact, during my tenure as Chairman of House of Representatives Government Reform Committee 
(1997-2002), and as Chairman of the House Governmental Reform Subcommittee on Human Rights & 
Wellness (2003-2005), I held a series of hearings at which a number of scientist testified that the Mercury 
in vaccines is a contributing factor to developing neurological disorders, including, but not limited to, 
modest declines in intelligence quotient (IQ), autism, and Alzheimer’s Disease.  
 
Two studies released in 2005 lend support to the Mercury theory. The “Baby Haircut” study, conducted at 
Arizona State University, analyzed hair samples from children exposed to Thimerosal during development 
and found evidence that their bodies were not eliminating mercury; and, the Burbacher study, which 
demonstrated that there is a difference between methyl and ethyl mercury’s impact on the brain and that 
ethylmercury – the type of Mercury found in Thimerosal – is significantly more harmful to humans than 
methylmercury or environmental Mercury.  
 
The science seems undeniable; Mercury is a base element – and it remains a base element even when 
mixed with other materials – and the most toxic substance known to man outside of radioactive 
materials. It is a substance that human beings were not designed to ingest, so the body does not have an 
effective filter or elimination system for it; and to date, no one has ever identified a positive health 
benefit to having Mercury in the human body.  
 
Thus it was sound public health policy to eliminate Mercury from thermometers, blood pressure gauges, 
light switches, cosmetics, teething powder, horse liniment, hat-making materials, smokestack emission, 
and mining operations. It would be also sound public health policy to eliminate Mercury from all vaccines, 
even if for no other reason than it is always better to err on the side of caution when it comes to the 
health and well-being of our children.  
 
Madam Governor, I am sure that you are hearing dire warnings from the medical community that banning 
the use of mercury in vaccines will lead to vaccine shortages and a medical crisis. I believe that nothing 
could be further from the truth.  
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