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IDF forces arrest Palestinian cabinet ministers, lawmakers
AG refuses to ok use of Hamas officials as
'bargaining chips'
By Avi Issacharoff and Amos Harel, Haaretz Correspondents and News Agencies

Attorney General Menachem Mazuz refused a request by the Shin Bet security
service and the government to place dozens of senior Hamas officials under
administrative detention or hold them as "bargaining chips" under the Unlawful
Combatants Law. 

Mazuz insisted that the arrests be carried out under ordinary criminal warrants
that would require legal proceedings against the Hamas officials under the
Prevention of Terror Ordinance. They will probably be charged with membership
in or leadership of a terrorist organization. 

The detainees will be brought before a judge for a remand hearing within the
next 96 hours, and legal proceedings against them will be carried out in military
courts in the territories.

Israel intends to arrest
more senior Hamas figures
in addition to the dozens of
Palestinian lawmakers and
ministers arrested in a
predawn raid Thursday, the
Justice Ministry said
Thursday. 

The detention of Hamas
parliamentarians in the
early hours of Thursday
morning had been planned
several weeks ago and
received approval from
Mazuz on Wednesday. The
same day, Shin Bet
Director Yuval Diskin presented Prime Minister Ehud Olmert with the list of
Hamas officials slated for detention. 

The Group of Eight industrialized countries said Thursday that the Hamas
arrests raised "particular concerns."
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A Justice Ministry spokesperson said that the change in policy towards ministers
and parliamentarians who are members of Hamas was carried out with the
approval of and in coordination with the judiciary, and that Israel intends on
arresting more Hamas officials. 

"We are talking about people suspected of criminal violations such as
membership in terror organizations, affiliation with terrorist leadership, and other
violations," the spokesperson said. 

"The criminal proceedings will follow accepted legal standards. The suspects will
be entitled to legal defense, and the arrest and investigation will be subject to
judicial oversight. If a charge against a suspect is found to be baseless, he will
be released," the spokesperson added.

Israel Defense Forces troops launched a major arrest operation overnight,
detaining 64 members of the Hamas political wing, including cabinet members
and parliamentarians, as well as 23 militants. 

The move is part of Israel's expanded military operation against the Hamas-led
government in the Palestinian Authority.

The arrests took place in Ramallah, Qalqilyah, Hebron, Jenin and East
Jerusalem, according to Palestinian reports. Soldiers carried arrest warrants
signed by judges that were issued following cooperative preparatory work by the
state prosecution and police. 

"The detention of elected members of the Palestinian government and
legislature raises particular concerns," said a joint statement by the G8, which
also called on Israel to exercise "utmost restraint."

"[This]... is a pre-planned plot to destroy the [Palestinian] Authority, the
government and the parliament and to bring the Palestinian people to their
knees," Hamas lawmaker Mushir al-Masri said Thursday.

There appeared to be some confusion Thursday as to whether Palestinian
Deputy Prime Minister Nasser a-Shaer, had been one of those detainees or
whether he had evaded capture and gone into hiding in the West Bank. 

The Hamas ministers had apparently expected the arrests. A-Shaer's wife said
Thursday that he had avoided the military arrest operation as he had not been
sleeping at home when the sweep took place. 

He reportedly had disconnected all his cellular telephones for fear Israeli security
services would again attempt to track him down and arrest him.

A-Shaer's wife said she had been in contact with him, and that he was not
arrested. Employees at the Ministry of Education offices in Ramallah reported
seeing him in the building in the late morning. 

But GOC Southern Command Major General Yair Navbeh confirmed at a news
conference Thursday that a-Shaer was among those who had been detained. 

Warning to Haniyeh
On Thursday morning, National Infrastructure Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer
hinted that Palestinian Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh is not exempt from arrest
or harm.

"No one is immune... This is not a government. It is a murderous organization,"
Ben-Eliezer said.

A Hamas official called the arrests an "open war against the Palestinian
government and people," and said that Israel must be prepared to pay their
consequences.

"We have no government, we have nothing. They have all been taken," Saeb
Erekat, an ally of Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas, said of the
arrests. "This is absolutely unacceptable and we demand their release
immediately." 

Israel Radio quoted Shin Bet security chief Yuval Diskin as having told
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on the day of the kidnapping: "If the
soldier is not returned in 24 hours, Israel will not allow the Palestinian
government to survive."

The Foreign Ministry released a statement Thursday saying the recent
security-related events, particularly the Qassam rocket fire and the kidnapping of
IDF soldier Gilad Shalit, were realizations of the Palestinian government's
policies of terror. 
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The acceptance of responsibility for the kidnapping and the Hamas-led
government's demand to exchange prisoners prove that Hamas' primary
objective is not concern for the Palestinian people but determination to
implement its policies of terror, the statement said. 

"As a result of this, and out of a basic obligation to its citizens, Israel decided to
implement orders to prevent terrorism," it went on. 

Included among the detainees were Finance Minister Omar Abdel Razek;
Minister Samir Abu Aysha; Khaled Abu Arfeh; and Jerusalem Affairs Ministers
Naef Rajoub, the brother of senior Fatah official Jibril Rajoub.

Five of the cabinet ministers were arrested at the same Ramallah hotel.

Ahmed al-Najjar, a receptionist at the hotel, said he was asleep when troops
arrived after midnight, demanded a list of guests, and took the men from their
rooms at gunpoint.

Palestinian attorneys representing security detainees at the IDF military court in
Salem said Thursday morning they refuse to represent the Hamas members
arrested overnight because they maintain the arrests themselves are illegitimate.

In Ramallah, troops arrested at least two cabinet ministers and four lawmakers,
all from Hamas, in a raid on a complex of buildings, Palestinian security officials
said. 

Labor Minister Mohammed Barghouti was stopped on his way to his village,
Kabur, just north of Ramallah. Military jeeps stopped his car, ordered him out of
the vehicle and took him away, the officials said.

In East Jerusalem, lawmakers Mohammed Abu Tir, Wael al-Husseini and
Ahmed a-Tun were arrested. 

Also, the Hamas mayor of the West Bank town of Qalqilyah and his deputy were
detained, security officials said.

An IDF spokeswoman said the arrests were part of an operation against
suspected terrorists, and were not "bargaining chips" for the release of abducted
IDF soldier Corporal Gilad Shalit.

"They are not bargaining chips for the return of the soldier. It was simply an
operation against a terrorist organization," she said. "They will be investigated,
brought before a judge to extend their detention and charge sheets will be
prepared."

The arrests are part of several moves designed to increase pressure on the
militant group to free a captive soldier. Israel blames Hamas for the abduction of
Shalit, kidnapped Sunday by militants who attacked an IDF post near the border
with Gaza.

Army Radio speculated that the lawmakers might be used to trade for the
captured soldier, but the IDF refused to comment on the matter.

The operation Thursday night came amidst IDF operations in the southern Gaza
Strip aimed at securing Shalit's release.
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  576.  Why arrest warrants were not carried out

immediately upon issue.
22:16 | H.H.M 29/06/06

  577.  Ben 537 not one Palestinian was hurt and
you find it unacceptable

22:18 | Karim 29/06/06

  578.  Long Live Transparency 22:19 | AbuFass 29/06/06
  579.  hostage? 22:24 | tania josefa 29/06/06
  580.  Tigidou # 539 22:26 | David Israel 29/06/06
  581.  How obsured 22:26 | Baz Mann 29/06/06
  582.  H.H.M. 22:27 | Levi, US 29/06/06
  583.  Israel, not my friend 22:28 | Kane 29/06/06
  584.  "Democratically" "Elected" Hamas 22:29 | Arnold Weiss 29/06/06
  585.  # 546 TO ALL:AN ADDENDUM,,,,,,,, 22:31 | S 29/06/06
  586.  Christoph - What was your German

grandfather doing in Farnce?
22:32 | David Israel 29/06/06

  587.  Terrorist Nation 22:37 | Kenneth 29/06/06
  588.  Hypocritical Leftists 22:38 | Baruch 29/06/06
  589.  Realistic Arab #566 22:38 | BS meter 29/06/06
  590.  #84, steve 22:45 | Ezra 29/06/06
  591.  He, he, he 22:46 | KUTW 29/06/06
  592.  Arresting Hamas members 22:48 | Jerusalem Shmuel 29/06/06
  593.  Roger Bacon # 493 22:52 | David Harris 29/06/06
  594.  Clickfool and profits 22:53 | ChanahS 29/06/06
  595.  Arrest of Palistinian `Lawmakers.` 22:54 | Jim Boothby 29/06/06
  596.  Ben Gurion #525 22:57 | Gabe1 29/06/06
  597.  To Abufass 22:57 | Seanirl 29/06/06
  598.  Clickfool 176 23:00 | ChanahS 29/06/06
  599.  To Yishmael 23:00 | Seanirl 29/06/06
  600.  Dutch # 124 23:01 | Philippe 29/06/06
  601.  To Arablover....you can`t defeat the Jews 23:03 | markymark 29/06/06
  602.  Partner? What Partner 23:06 | Jerusalem Shmuel 29/06/06
  603.  OPEN WAR.What are Qassems and

suicide bombers and their charter?
23:06 | PETER SM 29/06/06

  604.  So many Americans... 23:06 | Patrick 29/06/06
  605.  fool: FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION 23:13 | Cipora Julianna

Kohn
29/06/06

  606.  Rampant Anti-Semitism 23:15 | Frightened 29/06/06
  607.  Both: Muslims & Jews are terrorists 23:17 | Mike 29/06/06



  608.  #575 Clickfool 23:18 | David Israel 29/06/06
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conflict, what?
23:48 | British Michael 29/06/06

  619.  realistic arab 566 23:49 | alan 29/06/06
  620.  Matthieu # 468 23:55 | Philippe 29/06/06
  621.  #413 - Dutch - One does not fight

Intifada/War with democracy
23:55 | Umm El Kul Naqba 29/06/06

  622.  About time 00:00 | Jay Peller 30/06/06
  623.  Abstinance setting in 00:04 | Roger Bannister 30/06/06
  624.  More Kidnappings 00:05 | Sandra 30/06/06
  625.  Target killing 00:11 | Mustafa 30/06/06
  626.  Old Arab `saying` says it all! 00:13 | Rachel E. 30/06/06
  627.  #544, ben you have troubles with history. 00:20 | vladimir 30/06/06
  628.  Show me where it is explicit BG 00:21 | Jacob Blues 30/06/06
  629.  Send Abbas and Haniya to the Hague War

Crimes Tribunal
00:31 | Swede 4 Israel 30/06/06

  630.  ########BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 00:31 | Ttuth 2 30/06/06
  631.  To Mark Lincoln 00:32 | Elena 30/06/06
  632.  #565, alli kai 00:33 | vladimir 30/06/06
  633.  3005, shiakh, humilating authurity 00:35 | grip on english ? 30/06/06
  634.  #566, unrealistic arab 00:38 | vladimir 30/06/06
  635.  To hell with the Arabs and Jews 00:39 | Nicker 30/06/06
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  637.  #570, clickfool 00:47 | vladimir 30/06/06
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  640.  TonyL - clueless 00:56 | Mark Lincoln 30/06/06
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  642.  # 583 01:01 | Philippe 30/06/06
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  644.  # 236 Click fool 01:11 | ChanahS 30/06/06
  645.  #590, Jacob Blues 01:14 | Cipora Julianna

Kohn
30/06/06

  646.  #591 01:25 | Frank 30/06/06
  647.  Israel`s Legitimate Authority to Defend Its

Sovereign Borders
01:30 | William P. 30/06/06

  648.  MATTHIEU The majority of all
Americans support Israel

01:47 | PETER SM 30/06/06

  649.  Clickfool 02:03 | Gina 30/06/06
  650.  Mark Lincoln is an illiterate. 02:08 | Pro-neocon 30/06/06
  651.  #605 - William P. 02:37 | Tigidou 30/06/06
  652.  The State of War 02:47 | Scott Haas 30/06/06
  653.  Nigker of New York 02:56 | buttocksworth 30/06/06
  654.  William P "Borders" 03:07 | Klein 30/06/06
  655.  INJUSTICE 03:09 | Sa`ad 30/06/06
  656.  Palestine & Israel 03:10 | Timmy 30/06/06
  657.  William P 03:16 | wasp 30/06/06
  658.  Peter SM- Bring your statistics 03:16 | Tigidou 30/06/06
  659.  Ibrahim-#249-The spin you put on things 03:24 | Daniel Leopold 30/06/06
  660.  Jabob and the Blues #590 03:35 | Ben Gurion 30/06/06
  661.  Matthieu # 425 03:42 | Philippe 30/06/06
  662.  Matthieu # 437 03:43 | Philippe 30/06/06
  663.  Creator of Black Holes 04:01 | Me 30/06/06
  664.  HAMAS IS LAUGHING AT ISRAEL 04:44 | MEIR WEINSTEIN 30/06/06
  665.  Ibrahim 249 04:48 | Grant 30/06/06
  666.  Indeed BG, read paragraph three 05:06 | Jacob Blues 30/06/06
  667.  Creative Ambiguity 101 for BG 05:10 | Jacob Blues 30/06/06
  668.  to wasp #617 05:30 | SG 30/06/06
  669.  Good Job Israelis! 05:42 | Sam The Sham 30/06/06
  670.  #613 "to hell with intolerance" 05:55 | hollingsworth 30/06/06
  671.  No El-Birawi 05:58 | Sam The Sham 30/06/06



  672.  How to Deal with Qassam Rockets 06:00 | Alan 30/06/06
  673.  TIGIDOU.There have been numerous

surveys,the last one was 60+%pro
06:06 | PETER SM 30/06/06

  674.  When was law changed from 48 to 96
hours?

06:08 | bill church 30/06/06

  675.  different and interesting 06:10 | Richie 30/06/06
  676.  Capture of Israeli Soldier 06:12 | Joshua Slocan 30/06/06
  677.  TIGIDOU#605.Heard of daily Qassems

fired at Israeli civillians
06:12 | PETER SM 30/06/06

  678.  was it close war until now? 06:29 | alex 30/06/06
  679.  Ibrahim 06:35 | Jew 30/06/06
  680.  Moses#337you are a mess of

contradictions
06:36 | Susanna/Shushanah30/06/06

  681.  Gina to you will all my hart 06:37 | alex 30/06/06
  682.  #1Friend Ibrahim 06:40 | Searcher 30/06/06
  683.  Re:B.G.You are in the wrong time and

wrong place
07:03 | e.m 30/06/06

  684.  Jeff Northridge -- lol 07:04 | Gina 30/06/06
  685.  LOOK AT THE PATTERNS 07:11 | Rachel 30/06/06
  686.  clickfool 07:11 | allan 30/06/06
  687.  155 Ariel, don`t bother with "Dutch" 07:12 | Goober 30/06/06
  688.  clickfool 07:13 | allan 30/06/06
  689.  Continued... 07:15 | Rachel 30/06/06
  690.  439 Matt 07:16 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  691.  Send all prisoner toGaza the terrorist

State.
07:16 | e.m 30/06/06

  692.  183 hypocrites 07:20 | allan 30/06/06
  693.  544 Ben Living in Germany - On History 07:27 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  694.  524 Doris the Dissembler 07:33 | Goober 30/06/06
  695.  BenG-last try 07:34 | peter 30/06/06
  696.  597 Mark Lincoln 07:35 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  697.  oh, my god, the israeli`s are finally

understanding
07:42 | ralph 30/06/06

  698.  599 Jeff Northridge - Interesting Aside 07:43 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  699.  keep that blouse on, i`m to young to learn

about sex
07:45 | ralph 30/06/06

  700.  629 Hollingsworth Oh no you don`t 07:45 | Goober 30/06/06
  701.  #476 my reply to your post is lost-yours

appeared
07:46 | Susanna/Shushanna30/06/06

  702.  #613 07:56 | Kramer 30/06/06
  703.  who are we kidding 07:57 | philosopher 30/06/06
  704.  Above the law 08:06 | Phil 30/06/06
  705.  Send all prisoner toGaza the terrorist

State.
08:06 | e.m 30/06/06

  706.  What Israel wanted all along 08:11 | Omar 30/06/06
  707.  #124 Dutch - Might Gives Us the Means,

Terror Gives Us the Right
08:15 | Umm El Kul Naqba 30/06/06

  708.  Israeli Arrests 08:27 | Krishna 30/06/06
  709.  You Go Yisreal!!!! (GOD strives) 08:36 | djackson 30/06/06
  710.  #623 LET ME IN ON THE JOKE

MEIR???
08:45 | paul harris 30/06/06

  711.  re: send the women and children home 08:50 | Krishna 30/06/06
  712.  For vladimir in Rio 09:10 | Clickfool 30/06/06
  713.  Mmmmm? 09:12 | Sam The Sham 30/06/06
  714.  Omar, you`ve got the deal WRONG! 09:20 | Chana 30/06/06
  715.  For William P - you`re wrong on a legal

point
09:20 | Clickfool 30/06/06

  716.  For Wasp in Boston 09:24 | Clickfool 30/06/06
  717.  #600, Mark Lincoln 09:29 | Cipora Julianna

Kohn
30/06/06

  718.  alex 09:31 | Gina 30/06/06
  719.  Might 09:36 | Terry Rendel 30/06/06
  720.  Haaretz, please, where is my post on

Geneva Fourth?
09:45 | Cipora Julianna

Kohn
30/06/06

  721.  Absolutely Ruby...#154 09:49 | djackson 30/06/06
  722.  gaza invasion and arrest 09:55 | Miloud 30/06/06
  723.  THE MORE I AM CONFUSED 10:00 | indrajaya 30/06/06
  724.  THE MORE I AM CONFUSED 10:01 | indrajaya 30/06/06
  725.  676 Cipora - Palestinian Merkevas? 10:05 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  726.  Thank You, Attorney General! 10:10 | Dutch 30/06/06
  727.  720 Cipora - Delays and Problems 10:11 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  728.  Boyd, Please Stop! 10:15 | djackson 30/06/06



  729.  #707 Umm El Kul Naqba, Important
concerns

10:25 | Dutch 30/06/06

  730.  Get real Israel 10:27 | Jon 30/06/06
  731.  #715 clickfoot WITH international law

again
10:30 | paul harris 30/06/06

  732.  No Peace for Israel 10:31 | JIM 30/06/06
  733.  Mark of Lewiston 10:50 | Cipora Julianna

Kohn
30/06/06

  734.  Israeli policy will boomerang again 11:43 | Obe Wan 30/06/06
  735.  733 Cipora 11:44 | Mark of Lewiston 30/06/06
  736.  #30, Err Syria and Iran have been busom

buddies for a while
12:07 | Danny - Israeli one 30/06/06

  737.  #84, firstly they were 12:10 | Danny - Israeli one 30/06/06
  738.  #323, we left Gaza 12:28 | Danny - Israeli one 30/06/06
  739.  #141, yes it is so obvious 12:45 | Danny - Israeli one 30/06/06
  740.  #52 Paula / Sharon in the way? 14:33 | Dav 30/06/06
  741.  hair cuts 14:33 | Jeff 30/06/06
  742.  In reply to Dutch 14:45 | Krishna 30/06/06
  743.  Den Haag 14:54 | Dav 30/06/06
  744.  This is not about `bargaining chips` Gaza

must be totaly destroy
16:36 | Michael Iosif 30/06/06

  745.  re: 743, Dav 16:54 | Harry 30/06/06
  746.  re: clickfool 16:56 | Harry 30/06/06
  747.  For Peter who chirp, chirps 19:17 | Clickfool 30/06/06
  748.  Terrorist 20:16 | DEnnis 30/06/06
  749.  landrobbery 00:11 | concerned 01/07/06
  750.  asymetrical 00:13 | concerned 01/07/06
  751.  # 54 D with a mask I think 00:18 | John I 01/07/06
  752.  # 61 Before Famous Amos 00:22 | John I 01/07/06
  753.  # 63 rental car and friends 00:25 | John I 01/07/06
  754.  # 82 No 00:29 | John Isenhower 01/07/06
  755.  # 84 Top Nazis were targets son 00:34 | John I 01/07/06
  756.  # 136 Send the money back to the

Treasury Now!
00:38 | John Isenhower 01/07/06

  757.  Bomb Bomb and Bomb 03:57 | Dov Zakheim 01/07/06
  758.  you are all a bunch of deluded sadist 05:18 | molly 01/07/06
  759.  Israel = A Child Without Candy. 19:52 | Neutral 01/07/06
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