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Yale alums snatched Geronimo's skull, 
letter says 
Tuesday, May 9, 2006; Posted: 10:52 a.m. EDT (14:52 GMT)  

HARTFORD, Connecticut (AP) -- A 
Yale University historian has 
uncovered a 1918 letter that 
seems to lend validity to the lore 
that Yale University's ultra-secret 
Skull and Bones society swiped 
the skull of American Indian 
leader Geronimo. 

The letter, written by one member of Skull 
and Bones to another, purports that the 
skull and some of the Indian leader's 
remains were spirited from his burial plot in 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to a stone tomb in 
New Haven that serves as the club's 
headquarters. 

According to Skull and Bones legend, 
members -- including President Bush's 
grandfather, Prescott Bush -- dug up 
Geronimo's grave when a group of Army 
volunteers from Yale were stationed at the 
fort during World War I. Geronimo died in 
1909. 

"The skull of the worthy Geronimo the 
Terrible, exhumed from its tomb at Fort Sill 
by your club... is now safe inside the 
(Tomb) together with his well worn femurs, 
bit & saddle horn," according to the letter, 
written by Winter Mead. 

But Mead was not at Fort Sill and 
researcher Marc Wortman, who found the 
letter last fall, said Monday he is skeptical 
the bones are actually those of the famed 
Indian fighter. 

"What I think we could probably say is they 
removed some skull and bones and other 
materials from a grave at Fort Sill," he said. 
"Historically, it may be impossible to prove 
it's Geronimo's. They believe it's from 
Geronimo." 

Harlyn Geronimo, the great grandson of 
Geronimo, said he has been looking for a 
lawyer to sue the U.S. Army, which runs 
Fort Sill. Discovery of the letter could help, 
he said. 

"It's keeping it alive and now it makes me 
really want to confront the issue with my 
attorneys," said Geronimo, of Mescalero, 
New Mexico. "If we get the remains back... 
and find that, for instance, that bones are 
missing, you know who to blame." 

Geronimo is shown in picture taken in 
1877. 

Save on All Your Calls with 
Vonage 
Save 50% on your bill with Vonage 
unlimited local/long distance -... 
www.vonage.com 

Bad Credit Refinance 
Up to 4 refinance quotes with one form. 
Serious inquiries only please. 
www.nextag.com 

Find a Loan at LendingTree.com 
93% customer satisfaction. Over $100 
billion in closed transactions. 
www.lendingtree.com  

More Useful Links

• Baby Registry 
• Women's Apparel 
• Online Shopping 

The skull of the 
worthy Geronimo the 
Terrible, exhumed from 
its tomb at Fort Sill by 
your club... is now safe 
inside the (Tomb) 
together with his well 
worn femurs, bit & 
saddle horn.  

-- 1918 letter by Winter Mead 
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A portion of the letter and an 
accompanying story were posted Monday 
on the Yale Alumni Magazine's Web site. 

Only 15 Yale seniors are asked to join 
Skull and Bones each year. Alumni include 
Sen. John Kerry, President William Howard 
Taft, numerous members of Congress, 
media leaders, Wall Street financiers, the 
scions of wealthy families and agents in the 
CIA. 

Members swear an oath of secrecy about 
the group and its strange rituals, which are 
said to include an initiation rite in which would-be members kiss a skull. 

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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