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Blanket Immunity from War Crimes

When Criticism of Cluster Bombs is
"Anti-Semitic"

By STANLEY HELLER

The Israeli paper Ha'aretz reports that the head of
Germany's Jewish community accused a minister in
Angela Merkel's German government of "anti-Semitism"
because of the minister's statement on Israel's use of 
cluster bombs. Development Aid Minister Heidemarie
Wieczorek-Zeul had asked for a United Nations probe
into Israel's use of cluster bombs in civilian areas of
Lebanon.

Charlotte Knobloch, president of the Central Council of
German Jews, complained about what she terms a
growing "anti-mood [sic] against Israel and the Jews"
in Germany. [Ha,aretz August 30] Merkel, who made
absolutely no criticism of Israel during the fighting,
immediately met with Knobloch to "soothe Jewish ire"
according to Deutche Welle [August 31]

The U.N. humanitarian chief Jan Egeland revealed this
week that of the estimated 100,000 unexploded cluster
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bombs lying in Lebanon almost all of them were fired in
the last few days of the fighting when the terms of the
ceasefire had already been set. The Guardian (UK)
reports Egleand said, "What's shocking--and I would
say to me completely immoral is that ninety per cent of 
the cluster bomb strikes occurred in the last 72 hours
of the conflict, when we knew there would be a
resolution," he said.

It was known that in the last days of the war the Israeli
army was engaged in a desperate attempt to have
some "victory" and rushed troops here and there in an
attempt to have a photo shoot near the Litani River.
What was not known until now was the blind spite that
sowed the ground of South Lebanon with a massive
number of bomblets.

Cluster bombs are delivered by a large canister and
disperse over a wide area, a sort of lethal piñata. The
bomblets come in many sizes. Some are tiny, even
smaller than 2 inches in diameter. Kids are constantly
trying to kick them or pick them up with the result in 
the loss an arm or leg or even death. "Every day people
are maimed, wounded and are killed by these
ordnance," said Egeland. The UN official based his
estimate on the reports of the UN Mine Action
Coordination Centre which has traveled through 85% of
Lebanon. The casualty figures as of 29 August from
unexploded ordnance rose to 59 people, including 13
killed and 46 injured.

Responding to U.N. reports of cluster bombs being
found in Lebanese civilian areas the U.S. government
has begun an investigation to determine if cluster
bombs have been responsible for civilian casualties. It 
seems far fetched that the Bush Administration would
do anything other than shower Israel with more money,
but the Reagan administration did ban export of cluster
bombs to Israel for six years for its misuse during its
1982 Lebanese invasion.

The Zionist Ultras have been circling the wagons on this
issue, not giving an inch. They hysterical statement by
the German Jewish leader was typical of many.

Responding to a report by Human Rights Watch
charging Israel with war crimes in its conduct of the
war in Lebanon that was written by its director Kenneth 
Roth, Rabbi Avi Shafran of Agudath Israel has called
Roth "loathsome." An editorial in the New York Sun
accused Roth of "de-legitimization of Judaism" because
his group condemned Israel's strategy as "an eye for an
eye." Rabbi Aryeh Spero in Human Events Online
referred to Roth as a "human rights impostor," and
likened him to "Nazis and Communists." On Sunday,
the Jerusalem Post published an op-ed by NGO 
Monitor's Gerald Steinberg titled "Ken Roth's Blood
Libel." [quotes from Kathleen Peratis, Washington Post
August 30] The fact that Kenneth Roth is Jewish and his
father fled Nazi Germany makes no difference to the
Ultras. If you are do not support Israel 110% you are a
Jew-hater, a renegade, a self-hater, and a holocaust
denier. Get it?

In a very competitive field Abe Foxman of the
Anti-Defamation League took the prize for the comment
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showing the most utter stupidly. In attacking Human
Rights Watch he said if Hezbollah was not made to pay 
an "overwhelming price" for rocket attacks "the
Holocaust would be in the works". [Peratis, Washington
Post]

Jewish Disgust with Israel

In a very encouraging development hundreds of U.S.
Jews are calling for strong measures to be taken
against the Israeli government including a cut off of 
U.S. aid and U.N. sanctions. Over 800 have signed the
statement calling for "U.S. Jewish Solidarity with
Muslim and Arab Peoples of the Middle East". It states
"we are outraged by the violence being perpetrated in
our name both as Jews and as U.S. citizens. We, the
undersigned, represent Jews across the United States
who are choosing to stand in solidarity with the peoples
of Gaza and Lebanon". It includes the statement,
"There is no Jewish safety in a country that rehearses 
the violence and persecution which Ashkenazi Jews
experienced for centuries through the annihilation of
the Palestinian people and their homeland." The signers
are collecting money for a full page in the New York
Times and are just $800 away from their goal. The
petition can be found at 
http://www.jewishsolidarity.info/petition.php

It was after the 1982 invasion of Lebanon that U.S.
Jews in significant numbers began open and trenchant
criticisms of Israel. Chomsky's watershed "The Fateful
Triangle" was published that year. Hopefully there will
be even bigger shows of outrage this time around.

Stanley Heller is chairperson of the Middle East Crisis
Committee in Connecticut. It's website is
www.TheStruggle.org and he can be reached at
mail@TheStruggle.org
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Bedfellows

Rachard Itani
Nice Try, Mr. Bolton

Norman Solomon
Some Nukes Are A-Okay
with the US Media

Stan Cox
Presidential Doping
Scandal Erupts!

Mickey Z.
Go Ahead, Please Stare at
Her Chest

Jonathan Cook
The Deadly US-Israeli
Shell Game at the UN

Website of the Day
Sam Husseini Interrogates
Newt Gingrich on Lebanon

 

August 5 / 6, 2006

Virginia Tilley
Boycott Now!: the Case
for Boycotting Israel

Uri Avnery
The Black Flag

Patrick Cockburn
Yes, It is a Crusade!: 
Blair's Mad Speech on 
Iraq

Sgt. Martin Smith
Military Training and
Atrocities: Bad Apples 
from a Rotten Tree

Gary Leupp
America's Heroes on Trial

Neve Gordon
The New McCarthyism:



Academic Freedom After 
9/11

Ralph Nader
Hey Joe!: the Ghosts of
Lieberman's Past

Peter Bouckaert
For Israel, Innocent
Civilians Are Fair Game

Peter Montague
Nukes Rising: Bush
Oversees a Global Nuclear 
Expansion

David Krieger
Global Hiroshima: the
Stakes Have Been Raised

Michael Donnelly
"Sir! No Sir!": the Story of
the GI Anti-War 
Movement

Fred Gardner
Dr. Denney Sues the DEA

Catherine Norris
Seeking Justice Abroad:
Spanish Courts Issue 
Arrest Warrants for the
Butchers of Guatemala

Imraan Siddiqi
The Smokescreens of
War: Moral Superiority, 
9/11 and Islamic-Fascism

Missy Comley Beattie
One Year After the Death
of Chase Comley

Ira Kay
Where is Geography?
Getting Beyond the Place 
Name Game

Dave Lindorff
Let's Build a Wall

Pratyush Chandra
Nuclear Fascism in India

Ron Jacobs
Keeping It Radical

St. Clair / Donnelly
Playlists: What We're
Listening to This Week

Poets' Basement
Katz and Davies

Website of the Day
Defend Bear Butte



Video of the Weekend
Rainbows Bust Pig
Blockade

 

August 4, 2006

Ralph Nader
Joe Lieberman and the
Secret Chamber

Brian Cloughley
Osama Has Won

Eliza Ernshire
No Lights in Gaza: "We
Have a Death Warrant for 
Your Home"

Roger Assaf
Letter from Lebanon:
Adjusting the Heroic 
Commando Raid Story

George Bisharat
When I Last Saw Lebanon

Remi Kanazi
Out to Lunch: The US
Media's "Special 
Relationship"

Laura Carlsen
Mexico's Critical Moment:
The Boardrooms vs. the 
Street

Niranjan Ramakrishnan
The Fig (Leaflet) of
Warning

Derrick O'Keefe
Ripe Fruit and Rotten
Imperial Ambitions: US 
Reaction to Castro's
Illness

Mickey Z.
Some Context on Castro
and Cuba

Col. Dan Smith
The New Gonzales
Standard for Torture: No 
Standards, No 
Accountability

Website of the Day
Israel's TV War

August 3, 2006

Jonathan Cook



Civilian Casualties and the
War of Media Deception

Uri Avnery
Knife in the Dark

Saree Makdisi
Time to Call It Quits:
Israel's Raid on Baalbeck's 
Hospital

Robert Fisk
The Family That Stays
Together Dies Together

Farrah Hassen
Bush's Nutty Syria Policy:
a Report from Damascus

Nicola Nasser
The De-Arabization of the
Arab League

Ron Jacobs
The Hollow Body: When
Exactly Did the UN Lose 
Its Street Cred?

Mitchel Cohen
Mexico Rising

Seth Sandronsky
Migrant Labor and Uncle
Sam

Bruce K. Gagnon
Convert the Military
Industrial Complex

Alexander Cockburn
Hezbollah's Top Ally in
Israel

August 2, 2006

John Ross
Mexican Civil Resistance
in Five Acts

Chip Mitchell
Kudos to Hitchens!

Saul Landau
Want Peace in the Middle
East? End the Occupation

Naseer Aruri
The UN at the Dustbin of
History: Does It Have the 
Capacity to Intervene?

Winslow T. Wheeler
Congress and the
Pentagon: Co-Abusers of 
the War Budget



Matthias Gebauer
News on a Platter: the
Middle East PR War

Joshua Frank
How the Kyoto Protocol
Was (Al) Gored

Bill Quigley
Hiroshima, Nagasaki and
North Dakota

Manuel Yang
A View of Gaza and
Lebanon from the Interior

Shamai Leibowitz
Whitewashing Atrocities:
the Tortured Language of 
War

David Himmelstein
Pulling the Plug on Israel

Lara Marlowe
The Total Destruction of
Srifa

Website of the Day
As a Nuke Plant Falls

 

August 1, 2006

Michael Neumann
What is to be Said?: War
on the Blathersphere

Robert Fisk
Into the Meat Grinder:
NATO and Lebanon

Omar Barghouti
The Massacre at Qana:
Were Racism and 
Fundamentalism Factors?

Marc Levy
Whatever You Did in the
War will Always be With 
You

Diana Barahona / Jeb 
Sprague
Reporters Without Borders
and Washington's Coups

Claud Cockburn
Scenes from the Spanish
Civil War

Ross Eisenbrey
When is a Raise Not a
Raise? House Bill Actually 



Cuts Wages for Some
Workers by $5.50 an 
Hour!

Dave Lindorff
Making the World Safe ...
for Dictatorship

John Chuckman
Canada's Harper Blames
the UN Dead

Francis Boyle
Prosecuting Israel: a War
Crimes Tribunal May be 
the Only Deterrent to a
Global War

Phil Doe
Bleak House Revisited: My
Vacation in Water Court

Stephen Soldz
Psychologists,
Guantanamo and Torture

Website of the Day
An Unfair War

 

July 31, 2006

Jonathan Cook
Birth Pangs or Death
Throes?

Uri Avnery
Syria in the Gunsight

Robert Fisk
Atrocity in Qana: Israel
Kills 34 Kids

Amina Mire
The Struggle for Somalia:
Warlords, Islamists, US 
Global Militarism and
Women

Marjorie Cohn
Bush's Enemy Du Jour

Sibel Edmonds / William 
Weaver
All That's Given Up in the
Name of Security

John Ross
Report from a Red Alert:
Zapatistas at Critical 
Crossroads

Stanley Rogouski
Why Howard Dean
Denounced Our Puppet in 



Iraq

Gideon Levy
Days of Darkness: the
Cruel, Collective 
Punishment of Lebanon

Ron Jacobs
No One Is Illegal

James Ridgeway / Alicia
Ng
Witch Hunting Russell
Tice: 3 Films

Brian Tokar
The Visionary Life of
Murray Bookchin

Alexander Cockburn
The Triumph of Crackpot
Realism

July 29 / 30, 2006
Weekend Edition

Michael Neuman
Humanitarian
Intervention: The White 
Man's Burden

Vijay Prashad
Cry Havoc: Anyone Who
Opposes Israel is Labeled 
a Terrorist

Ramzi Kysia
Lebanon's Children:
Voices from an Invasion

Werther
The Manchurian
Clergyman: Rev. John 
Hagee's War

Robert Fisk
Bush and Blair: "Keep It
Up!"

Patrick Cockburn
Repeating the 1982 Fiasco

Ralph Nader
Big Oil's Biggest Score:
Who Says Crime Doesn't 
Pay?



Rachard Itani
Professor of Propaganda:
the Lies of Alan 
Dershowitz

Eduardo Galeano
One Country Bombed Two
Countries

Gary Leupp
Cowboys Still in the
Saddle: Neocon Plans in 
the MIddle East

Eve Poretsky
The Biggest Stick in the
Middle East

John Chuckman
Delusional Expectations:
How Israel Could Destroy 
Itself

Fred Gardner
San Diego v. Prop 215

Juan Santos
Apocalypse No!: an
Indigenist Perspective

Punyapriya Dasgupta
Israel's Foes as Beasts
and Insects

Liaquat Ali Khan
The War Crime Machine:
Defeating the IDF

Israel Shamir
Friends, True and False

William A. Cook
The Power of Evil

Stanley Heller
Bill Clinton Comes to
Lieberman's Rescue

Dave Lindorff
Bush's War Crimes Dodge

Moshe Adler
Kelo, a Year Later:
Property Sezied By 
Eminent Domain Must 
Remain Public

Susie Day
Comrade Bush: Back in
the USSA

Pat Williams
The Right's Pre-Election
Sleight of Hand



Anthony Papa
Collateral Damage from
the War on Drugs

John V. Whitbeck
Imperial Overreach: Suez
1956 to Lebanon 2006

Jackie Corr
Last Rites for Evel Knievel

Myles Palmer
Old Soul: James Hunter's
"People Gonna Talk"

Tom D'Antoni
Playlist: What I'm
Listening to This Week

Poets' Basement
Orloski, Louise, Davies,
Engel and Meyers

Website of the Weekend
Electronic Lebanon

 

July 28, 2006

Jonathan Cook
The Lies Israel Tells Itself

Uri Avnery
Who is Winning?
Questions and Answers 
About the War in 
Lebanon:

Renee Bowyer
When Condi Came to
Ramallah

Robert Fisk
Smoke Signals from Bint
Jbeil

Patrick Cockburn
Baghdad's Death Squads,
Official and Otherwise

Ramzy Baroud
The War in Lebanon: More
Than Meets the Eye

Don Fitz
Half-Hour Hurricanes:
Where Were the Warnings 
About St. Louis's Ultra
Storm?

Elaine Cassel
The Second Andrea Yates
Verdict: Why the Jury Did 
the Right Thing



David Price
Much Ado About Landis:
What Kind of Tour de 
France Was It?

Mike Whitney
Bull's Eye: Israel's
Targeted Assassination of 
UN Peacekeepers

Mickey Z.
Power (Outage) to the
People: Why Queens Went 
Dark

Niranjan Ramakrishnan
The Power of Arrogance in
a World Without 
Deterrence

Charles Glass
Operation "Save Israel's
High Command"

Website of the Day
Military Intelligence and
You!

 

July 27, 2006

Tanya Reinhart
Israel's New Middle East

Saul Landau
Castro at 80: History
Absolved Him, Now What?

Ramzi Kysia
Watching Lebanon Burn:
Notes From a Free Fire 
Zone

Tom Barry
John Bolton: Israel's Man
at the UN

Joseph Grosso
Israel and Iraq: Hillary's
White House Ticket

Sharon Smith
Lebanon and the Future of
the Antiwar Movement

Gale Courey Toensing
9/11 Nablus: First,
Destroy the Archives

Christopher Reed
Hirohito's Ghost: Japan's
New Militarists

Werther



Hoosier Hooey: Is Terre
Haute the Peshawar of the 
Midwest?

Yusuf Mansur
Can the Crime Justify the
Act?

Richard Harth
Squeezing the Last Drops
from Palestine

Website of the Day
Who's Arming Israel?

July 26, 2006

Norman Solomon
Applauding While Lebanon
Burns: Richard Cohen's 
Blood Lust

Barbara Olshanksy
Gitmo: Justice Denied is
Murder, and a War Crime

David Nally
The Detention of Ghazi
Walid Falah: Israel Arrests 
Geography Professor from
University of Akron

Jonathan Cook
Five Myths That Sanction 
Israel's War Crimes

Patrick Cockburn
Beware Iraqi Leaders 
Bearing Good News

William Blum 
They Simply Can't Stop 
Lying, Can They?

Joshua Frank
Israel's Invasion Pretext 
Under Fire

Gabriel Kolko
Bankers Fear World 
Economic Breakdown

Daniel Cassidy
How the Irish Invented 
Dudes

Michael Dickinson
Arrested in Istanbul:
"Sorry, We Thought You 
Were Israeli!"

Robert Fisk
Beirut as Munich

Uri Avnery



Is Beirut Burning?

Website of the Day
Free Ghazi Walid Falah

 

July 25, 2006

Harry Browne
Acquittal!: Activists Found 
Not Guilty in Irish
Ploughshares Case

Marjorie Cohn
Willful Blindness: Bush 
Greenlights War Crimes

Robert Bryce
Israel and the Irony of UN 
Resolutions

Sharat G. Lin
Chronology of the Latest
Chrisis in the Middle East

George Bisharat
Most Lebanese Now Know
Who Their Real Tormentor 
Is

CounterPunch News Desk 
Class War in the 
Blathersphere

Zena El-Khalil 
"Tell Them That I'm Not 
Leaving. We Love
Lebanon"

Larry Lack 
The Bottled Water 
Madness

Mike Mejia
The Secret Behind "State
Secrets"

Ashraf Isma'il 
Why Israel Is Losing

Website of the Day
Peace on Trial

 

July 24, 2006

Mark Levy
The Whys and Wherefores 
of PTSD

Robert Fisk
Israelis Bomb Fleeing 
Villagers



Maher Osseiran 
Beirut, 1982

Paul Craig Roberts 
Israel's Criminal 
Accomplice

Patrick Cockburn
More Than 100 Iraqis 
Being Killed Each Day

Website of the Day
sirnosir.com

 

July 22-23, 2006

Jonathan Cook
Israel's Indiscriminate 
Onslaughts

Paul Craig Roberts 
The Shame of Being an 
American

Gilad Atzmon
Israel's New Math

Robert Fisk
Elegy for Beirut

Ralph Nader
Here's How to Halt This 
Horror

Fred Gardner 
The Double Standard on 
Depression

Christopher Reed 
The Right's Use of Sexpot 
Schoolgirls

Dr. Susan Block 
Bush's Fecal World

Najla Said 
Do People Know How 
Much We Hurt?

Uri Avnery 
"Stop that Shit"

July 21, 2006

George Galloway 
John Cornford and the 
Fight for the Spanish
Republic

P. Sainath 
Indian Prime Minister 
Faces the Dead Farmer
Problem



Aseem Shrivastava 
The Iraq War is a Huge 
Success

Alexander Cockburn 
Hezbollah, Hamas and 
Israel: Everything You
Need to Know

Website of the Day 
FromIsraeltoLebanon

July 20, 2006

William S. Lind 
Why Hezbollah is Winning

Robert Jensen 
Florida Puts History on 
Probation

John Ross 
AMLO Presidente!

Tom Hayden 
I Was Israel's Dupe

Paul Craig Roberts
The Unfolding Horror 
Show

July 19, 2006

Patrick Cockburn
Massacres Soar in Central 
Iraq: Maliki Government
Discredited

Trish Schuh
Israel Targets, Flattens 
Beirut TV Station HQ

Jonathan Cook 
Is Israel Using Arab 
Villages As Human
Shields?

Vicente Navarro 
The Spanish Civil War, 70 
Years On: The Deafening
Silence on Franco's 
Genocide
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