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German town 'cursed' 
The town of Bad Reichenhall 
which lost 15 residents in the 
ice-rink collapse fears it could be 
under a curse. 

Newsmakers of 2005 
See which court cases, roya
weddings, celebrity break-up
and natural disasters domin
headlines in 2005. 
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CIA tipped off on 9/11 pilot 
13/08/2003 10:38  - (SA)    

Hamburg - The US Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) had one of the September 
11, 2001 terror pilots under surveillance 
as early as March 1999 after a tip from 
German security services, according to 
joint investigative reports in Germany.  

The weekly magazine Stern and the first 
German public television channel ARD, in 
reports to be published and aired on Thursday, focus on Marwan Alshehhi, who 
piloted the Boeing plane which crashed into the south tower of the World Trade 
Centre.  

How Alshehhi then managed to slip from the view of the CIA is the focus of the 
reports by ARD and Stern, details of which were provided to Deutsche Presse-
Agentur in advance on Wednesday.  

The joint investigative reports said that in January 1999, Germany's security 
agency BfV first noted the name of a man named "Marwan" after he had placed 
calls with Haydar Sammar, a German- Syrian living in Hamburg, who had been 
under surveillance since 1993.  

Two months later, in March 1999, the BfV passed the information about Marwan on 
to the CIA, which then also began keeping surveillance on him, ARD and Stern 
reported.  

The reports said the CIA had detailed information about Marwan Alshehhi, and the 
fact that he was from the United Arab Emirates and studying in Germany.  

The CIA had his cellphone number and knew that he was in contact with Haydar, 
whom the Americans had suspected of being al-Qaeda's contact man in Germany.  

The reports add to the growing evidence of mistakes made at the CIA and other 
security agencies in the United States in failing to detect the plot by the suicide 
plane hijackers. - Sapa-DPA  
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Get an obligation-free insurance quote from OUTsurance and have R100 
deposited into a FNB Million-a-Month Account in your name. Giving yourself a 
chance of winning the monthly draw of R1 Million. Click here to find out how.  
Father Christmas could be dropping £15 million down your 
chimney this year  
December 2005: Father Christmas might need plenty of additional sleds and 
reindeers this year. Playuklottery.com's Double Superdraw, taking place on 
Christmas Eve and 7 January 2006, means you stand the chance of winning a 
guaranteed lottery jackpot of £15 million (approximately R173.4 million). Ho Ho 
Ho...  
Piggs Peak Internet Casino kicks off the festive season with super 
sized jackpot giveaways!  
Winning has never been easier. An incredible number of lucky winners have 
staked their claim of fantastic cash prizes in what has been a frenzy of jackpot 
winnings at Piggs Peak Internet Casino.  
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