REUTERS D

Capital( )y

The Capital One 0/ No Fees ngs
High Yield 0 . No Minimum
Savings Account APY Balance Click to Learn Mare
MEMBER FDIC
@ Change Edition Quote m symbol Iookupé Search News m Login/Register | Help & Info | B
Jump To
Channel: YOU ARE HERE: Home > News > Top News >Article

Chavez says Bush worse than Hitler
Sat Feb 4, 2006 8:49 PM ET
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CARACAS, Venezuela (Reuters) -
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez
told a rally of thousands of supporters
on Saturday that U.S. President
George W. Bush was worse than
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cuts off ties.

U.S. officials have made no suggestion they plan to break
relations. Washington has repeatedly dismissed Chavez's
threats and charges as inflammatory rhetoric aimed at = o
stirring up nationalist sentiment among his poor supporters. Your world. Delivered:
Washington and Caracas recently locked horns over a U.S.
block on sales of Spanish military equipment to Venezuela.
The Spanish aircraft contained U.S.-made technology,
which requires countries to get Washington's clearance for
the sale.

Chavez, who last year bought helicopters and 100,000
rifles from Russia, said he would seek to buy more arms to defend Venezuela against any attempt to
topple his government. U.S. officials say the purchases could destabilize the region as Chavez
moves to create a huge military reservist movement.



"l ask for permission ... to buy another cargo of arms because the gringos want us unarmed. We
have to defend our fatherland," he said. "Venezuela needs 1 million well-equipped men and women,
and well-armed."

The Venezuelan leader has put himself at the center of regional opposition to Bush, who he calls
"Mr. Danger," while Washington brands Chavez a worrying threat to regional stability and criticizes
his alliance with Cuba.

Flush with cash from high crude prices, Chavez is promoting socialist reforms at home and
aggressively challenging U.S. free-market proposals by allying himself with his South American
neighbors, as well as Cuba and Iran.

U.S. officials reject charges the expelled naval attache contacted Venezuelan officers for state
secrets. Chavez on Saturday read out e-mails he said were communications between the officers
and the U.S. Embassy.

Since his 1998 election, Chavez has clashed repeatedly with the United States, which he accuses of
planning an invasion and backing a brief 2002 coup attempt that he survived with the help of loyal
troops.

(Additional reporting by Brian Ellsworth)
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