cmmep > MB A Maisageable—You meet

< the same night every week.

4 Service of The Repository, Canten, OH 8 =COIIL www.malone.edu

HOME CLASSIFIEDS JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTO MAKE PAYMENT EEEEN STOCK TOOLS COMMUNITY CALENC

SPARKLE -
7 T WASH 3303357146 JASCO

v Specializing in Inspection & Trenchless Repair
Houses*Decks+*Roofs+*Concrete CGlick Here for More Info Root-X Root Control
OVERCAST
36°F U'S'A' U.S. pays foreign firm
w for port work in
weather sponsored by Bahamas
(]
UNIM" Comment on this story. F
. . eds announce new
5+ n k Boehner Defends Ties to Lobbyists enrallment numbers
or drug bene it
Search Monday, February 6, 2006
Local
. . Bv Rich A. L Al | Ti Meatpacker sues
Obituaries y Richard Serrano Los Angeles Times qovernment over
Sports testing for mad cow
Lifestyle WASHINGTON -- Rep. -

Financial John A. Boehner, the Rumsfeld refuses to be
Ohio new House majo”ty pinned down on U.S.
-~ leader who himself troop withdrawal
Opinion has been criticized for

AP Travel cozying up to

Democrats say Bush
violated Constitution in
signing budget bill

Washington lobbyists,

said Sunday that the
News Elsewhere ypiic should know

Entertainment

U.S.A. more about_ the ways  ;5hn A Boehner - o
World lawmakers interact Rice: No stalling in UN
Rep Columnists with the lobbying action.on fran
Lottery industry, but he also
Photo Gall stressed that Pentagon Orders Probe
oto Gallery politicians should not automatically stop taking trips paid for by special- |of Cunningham’s MZM
Newspaper Info interest groups. Earmarks
Subscribe
Advertise The Ohio Republican was making his first appearances on the Sunday Some Readers See Red
political talk shows since his election Thursday to replace Rep. Tom (BDI"er Post.com’s New
DelLay, R-Texas. He vigorously defended ties to lobbyists -- both his elogger
ADVERTISING own and his colleagues’ -- as essential for any member of Congress M
DIRECTORIES trying to understand national and world issues. Transportation

secretary announces

. . . . successful test of new

Besf BI*EE He said that, as long as trips are approved by the House ethics rail technology
committee, representatives should be allowed to accept travel

sponsored by outside groups, and he defended his own trips -- six to
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At the same time, Boehner encouraged both political parties in the
House and Senate to continue discussing lobbying reform, an issue

likely to grow heated this year given the recent guilty pleas by lobbyist Records show
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between those who lobby, whether they be paid lobbyists here in
Washington, those from agencies, or others,” would help “let the
American people take a look at how this relationship works.”

Since his elevation to the second-highest position in the Republican-

controlled House -- one that some political observers speculate could
make him speaker of the House before the decade is over -- Boehner
has come under attack for his ties to lobbyists.

According to the Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit investigative
journalism organization in Washington, at least 14 Capitol Hill aides who
served under Boehner in Congress now work as lobbyists.
PoliticalMoneyLine, another private group in Washington that tracks
campaign financing, listed him at No. 10 of the 535 members of
Congress accepting privately funded trips since January 2000.

In addition, unlike other lawmakers linked to the disgraced Abramoff,
Boehner has declined to return more than $27,000 his political action
campaign received from American Indian tribes that Abramoff
represented.

“I didn’t know Jack Abramoff. | may have met him once,” Boehner told
NBC. Then, saying he had worked with the tribes on education and labor
issues, he added, “Why would | give the money back?”

Boehner defended his predecessor as majority leader but added that,
while he believes DelLay is not guilty of the charges against him, he
would not relinquish his new post should the Texas congressman be
acquitted and want it back.

“I'm sure we’ll talk about it,” Boehner told NBC. But, he added, “We had

an election, and | won.”
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