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U.S., Bulgaria still wrangling over bases

By UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL
Published March 21, 2006

SOFIA, Bulgaria -- The leaders of Bulgaria's coalition government met Monday
to discuss the location of the two proposed U.S. bases in Bulgaria.

There remain some outstanding issues in the bilateral U.S.-Bulgarian

negotiations over the facilities, including which flag will be hoisted.
Ads by Goooooogle Advertise on this site

The Sofia news agency
reported Monday that
Prime Minister Sergey
Stanishev, Simeon Il
National Movement leader
Simeon Saxe-Coburg, and
ethnic Turks' party
Movement for Rights and
Freedoms leader Ahmed
Dogan unanimously
agreed that the Bulgarian
flag should be flown over
any U.S. bases on
Bulgarian territory.
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Two other issues remain
to be resolved. One is the legal status of U.S. soldiers using the bases, according
to Foreign Affairs Minister Ivailo Kalfin.

The second issue is whether Washington will warn Bulgaria in advance if bases
on Bulgarian territory will be used for attacks against other nations, particularly
Iran Bulgarian and a U.S. working group are finalizing the technical parameters of]
the agreement.

The two proposed bases are an airfield at Bezmer and a training facility at
Novo Selo. A second airfield at Graf Ignatievo is still under negotiation.
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