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US vetoes UN resolution urging end to Israeli attacks in Gaza m
- Email this story

The United States vetoed a UN draft resolution that would have called for an end to Israeli
attacks and "disproportionate use of force" in the Gaza Strip as well as for the release of a
kidnapped Israeli soldier.

The Security Council resolution received 10 votes, one against from the United States with
four abstentions, French Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sabliere, the council president for
July, announced.

Explaining his negative vote, US Ambassador John Bolton
described the text as "unbalanced" and was "not only untimely
= | but also outmoded" because of the attacks against Israel by
Lebanese Hezbollah militants and UN chief Kofi Annan's

He said adoption of the resolution would have exacerbated
tensions in the region and would have undermined "our vision of
two democratic states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in
peace and security."

The United States, Israel's staunchest ally, last used its veto in
the Security Council in October 2004, to block a similar draft

¥| demanding that Israel end all military operations in northern
Gaza and withdraw from the area.
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