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People Who Avoided the Airlines and the Twin Towers

Much has been reported about how warnings of attacks by Muslim extremists in the
year leading up to 9/11/01 were ignored. So far no official has been fired or otherwise
punished for his or her failure to act on such information.

What is more informative than who failed to act on a tip, is who acted on a tip. A
number of people apparently knew to stay clear of the World Trade Center on
September 11th, 2001.

Government Officials and Business Leaders

Three weeks ago there was another warning that a terrorist strike might be imminent -
On September 10, Newsweek has learned, a group of top Pentagon officials suddenly

war games canceled travel plans for the next morning, apparently because of security concerns.
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Air Force Base in Omaha, Nebraska. That group included Anne Tatlock, CEO of
Fiduciary Trust Inc., a company that occupied five floors on or above the 90th floor of

the South Tower. 2(This is the same Air Force Base that George W. Bush would fly to
later that day. It has an underground command center.) 2

San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown admitted to having received a warning from what
he described as his airport security late Monday evening, just hours before the attack. 4

Salman Rushdie, who is under the continuous protection of Scotland Yard, was
prevented from flying on September 11th, 2001. Ariel Sharon, who was scheduled to
give an address to Israeli support groups in New York City on September 11th,
cancelled his plans the day before.

On 9/11/01, Jim Pierce, cousin of President Bush, was scheduled to attend a conference
on the 105th floor of the South Tower, where his company's New York offices were
based. But the conference was moved across the street to the Millennium Hotel,

because, the story goes, the group was too large. 2
Privileged Companies

Another group of people that received warnings in advance of the attack were
employees of Odigo, the instant messaging service. Two employees received e-mail

messages two hours before the first World Trade Center assault, predicting the attack. ©

According to reporter Christopher Bollyn, Zim American Israeli Shipping Co. broke a
lease in order to vacate the World Trade Center just days before the attack. Bollyn's
source claims that Zim's lease extended through the end of the year and that the

termination cost $50,000. *
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The company heading a consortium that had just obtained a 99-year lease on the World
Trade Center was supposedly spared by a last-minute cancellation. According to the
New York Times, Silverstein Properties had planned to meet on 9/11/01 on the 88th
floor of one of the towers to "discuss what to do in the event of a terrorist attack,"” but

cancelled the meeting Monday night "because one participant could not attend." &
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