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Venezuela Wants Pat Robertson 
 
CARACAS, Venezuela, Aug. 29, 2005 
 

(CBS/AP) President Hugo Chavez said 
Sunday that his government may ask the 
United States to extradite U.S. religious 
broadcaster Pat Robertson to Venezuela 
for suggesting American agents should kill 
him.  
 
Earlier Sunday, Rev. Jesse Jackson 
offered support for Chavez, saying the 
televangelist's call for the Venezuelan 
leader's assassination was a criminal act. 
 
The U.S. civil rights leader, who is on a 
four-day visit to Venezuela, called 
Robertson's statements "immoral" and 
"illegal." He urged U.S. authorities to take 
action, and said the U.S. government must 
choose "diplomacy over any threats of 
sabotage or isolation or assassination."  
 
Sunday, speaking to foreign delegations 
attending a meeting of the Organization of 
American States in Caracas, Chavez said 
Venezuela will "exercise legal action in the 
United States" against Robertson.  
 
"Calling for the assassination of a head of 
state is a terrorist act," said Chavez, an 
outspoken critic of President Bush who has 
forged strong relations with communist-led 
Cuba.  
 
"We could even request his extradition," he 
added.  
 
Chavez told OAS delegates that Venezuela 
would consider bringing the issue to United 
Nations if the U.S. government failed to 
cooperate.  
 
Robertson's comments last week have 
increased already tense relations between 
Caracas and Washington. On his TV show 
"The 700 Club," Robertson said Chavez "is 
a dangerous enemy to our south, 
controlling a huge pool of oil that could hurt 
us very badly. We have the ability to take 
him out, and I think the time has come that 
we exercise that ability. We don’t need 
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson (left) 
embraces President Hugo Chavez 
(right) in Caracas. Jackson says 
Pat Robertson's call for Chavez' 
assassination was "a criminal 
act." (AP) 
 

 
"We could offer him free 
psychiatric treatment ... but he 
could be a lost case." 
 
Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez, on 
possibly asking the U.S. 
to extradite Pat 
Robertson to Venezuela 
 

Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez (center) says his 
government may ask the U.S. to 
extradite religious broadcaster Pat 
Robertson for suggesting American 
agents should kill him. (AP) 
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another 200-billion-dollar war to get rid of 
one strong-arm dictator. It’s a whole lot 
easier to have some of the covert 
operatives do the job and then get it over 
with."  
 
Robertson, founder of the Christian 
Coalition of America, later issued an 
apology. "Is it right to call for 
assassination?," said Robertson, in a 
statement issued after an international 
furor over his remarks earlier in the week. 
"No, and I apologize for that statement. I 
spoke in frustration that we should 
accommodate the man who thinks the U.S. 
is out to kill him."  
Last Tuesday, the Bush administration 

swiftly distanced itself from Robertson's comments. State Department 
spokesman Sean McCormack called the remarks "inappropriate."  
 
Venezuela has demanded a stronger condemnation of Robertson's remarks. 
 
"We could offer him free psychiatric treatment ... but he could be a lost case" 
Chavez said sarcastically of Robertson and controversial statements the 
conservative commentator has made in the past.  
 
Last year, Robertson said President Bush told him before the Iraq invasion: 
"We're not going to have any casualties," but that "the Lord told me it was 
going to be (a) a disaster and (b) messy." The White House issued denials. 
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Religious broadcaster Pat 
Robertson did call for Chavez' 
assassination but later 
backtracked, saying he shouldn't 
have, but acted "out of 
frustration." (AP) 
 

 
• What's This?

Save on All Your Calls with Vonage 
When looking for local regional and long distance calling, use Vonage to make 
calls to all 50 states and Canada. Get voicemail, great international rates and 
more. Sign up today. 
www.vonage.com 

MyCashNow - $100 - $1,500 Overnight 
Payday Loan Cash goes in your account overnight. Very low fees. Fast 
decisions. Direct deposit is not required. No credit check. Confidential - secure. 
www.mycashnow.com 

Refinance Rates Hit Record Lows 
Get $150,000 loan for $720 per month. Refinance while rates are low. 
www.lowermybills.com

Katrina Plows Into 
Gulf Coast 
Landfall East Of New 
Orleans; Holes In 
Superdome Evac Center 
Roof 

 
• Storm Rips Holes In 
Superdome Roof 
• Agencies Prep For Katrina 
Recovery 
• Bush Mulls Tapping Oil 
Reserves

Sunnis Protest Iraq's 
Constitution 
Worry Is Country May Be 
Broken Up Into States, 
Without Any Power 

 

• Venezuela Wants Pat 
Robertson 
• Aruba Divers Find Nothing 
• Witnessing Genocide In Sudan
• OPEC Looking At Easing Oil 
Prices

 



Bios  |  CBS.com  |  CBS SportsLine.com  |  Internships 
©MMV, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

  
 


