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    Neocon Espionage: Stephen Bryen 

 

Neocon Espionage for Israel Starting in 1979 
Stephen Bryen (synopsis of full story) was seen in his Senate office 
with Rafiah, the Mossad (Israeli CIA) station chief in Washington, 
discussing classified documents spread out on a table in front of an 
open safe. At another time he was overheard offering these 
documents to Rafiah. Later, Bryen's finger prints were found on 
these same documents although he had stated in writing to the FBI 
he’d never had them in his possession. 
 
In 1979, Deputy Assistant Attorney General Robert Keuch 
recommended a grand jury hearing to prepare for prosecution for 
espionage. After the Senate Foreign Relations Committee refused to 
grant the Justice Department access to key files in the investigation, 
the investigation was shut down. 
 
In April 1981, Richard Perle, just nominated as assistant secretary of 
defense for international security, proposed Bryen as his deputy 
assistant secretary. Bryen received Top Secret ("NATO/COSMIC”) 
clearance. 
 
In May of 1988, Bryen attempted to approve a license for Varian 
Associates to export four klystrons (advanced radar technology) to 
Israel. A meeting was called at which all but Bryen opposed the 
license. Bryen suggested he ask the Israelis why they needed the 
klystrons. The Israeli government gave a perfunctory answer, Bryen 
approved the license, and the klystrons were released. 
 
When Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard Armitage found out, 
he informed the State Department of DOD's “uniformly negative” 
reaction to the export of klystrons to Israel. The license was 
withdrawn, and in July, Varian Associates became the first U.S. 
corporation formally precluded from contracting with the Defense 
Department. 
 
In April 2001, with the support of Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul 
Wolfowitz, Bryen was appointed a member of the China 
Commission (in part concerned with Israel's transfer of advanced 
technology to China) and his appointment has been extended 
through December of 2005. 
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