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Will the US Turn into Argentina? 
Get the Answer Only in CounterPunch's Print Edition 

US's top radical economist, Prof.Robert Pollin, gives CounterPunch newsletter 
subscribers exclusive briefing on the global casino and the dollar's future. Is 
neoliberalism still calling the shots? Is US now under Chinese rule? Move over,
Kansas! Maybe Tom Frank got it wrong. Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz asks, What's 
the matter with Oklahoma? How did one state go from pro-worker to proto-
fascist in a generation? It'll take a mutiny: Alexander Cockburn on how Cindy 
Sheehan and a radical movement can end the war. Get the answers you're 
looking for in the latest subscriber-only edition of CounterPunch ... 
CounterPunch Online is read by millions of viewers each month! But 
remember, we are funded solely by the subscribers to the print edition of 
CounterPunch. Please support this website by buying a subscription to our 
newsletter, which contains fresh material you won't find anywhere else, or by 
making a donation for the online edition. Remember contributions are tax-
deductible. Click here to make a donation. If you find our site useful 
please: Subscribe Now! 

Note: If you tried to purchase a subscription or a book earlier this 
week, you probably gave up in frustration That's because our 

shopping cart was undergoing some plastic surgery. It seems to 
ready to please now. Please give it a try! 

Call Toll Free 1-800-840-3683  
or write CounterPunch, PO BOX 228, Petrolia, CA 95558
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Destroy America?

By PAUL CRAIG 
ROBERTS 

The "cakewalk war" is now two and 
one-half years old. US casualties (dead 
and wounded) number 20,000. As 
20,000 is the number of Iraqi insurgents 
according to US military commanders, 
each insurgent is responsible for one US 
casualty. 

US troops in Iraq number about 
150,000. Obviously, US troops have not 
inflicted 150,000 casualties on the Iraqi 
insurgents. US troops have perhaps 
inflicted 150,000 casualties on the Iraqi 
civilian population, primarily women and 
children who are the "collateral damage" 
of the "righteous" and "virtuous" US 
invasion that is spreading civilian deaths 
all over Mesopotamia in the name of 
democracy 

What could the US have possibly done 
to give America a worse name than to 
invade Iraq and murder its citizens? 

According to the September 1 
Manufacturing & Technology News, the 
Government Accounting Office has 
reported that over the course of the 
cakewalk war, the US military's use of 
small caliber ammunition has risen to 
1.8 billion rounds. Think about that 
number. If there are 20,000 insurgents, 
it means US troops have fired 90,000 
rounds at each insurgent. 

Very few have been hit. We don't know 
how many. To avoid the analogy with 
Vietnam, until last week the US military 
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studiously avoided body counts. If 2,000 
insurgents have been killed, each death 
required 900,000 rounds of ammunition. 

The combination of US government 
owned ammo plants and those of US 
commercial producers together cannot 
make bullets as fast as US troops are 
firing them. The Bush administration has 
had to turn to foreign producers such as 
Israel Military Industries. Think about 
that. Hollowed out US industry cannot 
produce enough ammunition to defeat a 
20,000 man insurgency. 

US military analysts are beginning to 
wonder if the US has been defeated by 
the insurgency. Increasingly, Bush 
administration spokesmen sound like 
"Baghdad Bob." On September 19 the 
Washington Post reported that US 
military spinmeister Major General Rich 
Lynch declared "great success" against 
the insurgency that had just inflicted the 
worst casualties of the war, including a 
three-day mortar attack on the "safe" 
Green Zone. 

Anthony Cordesman, a military expert at 
the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington DC, 
says: "We can't secure the airport road, 
can't stop the incoming (mortar rounds) 
into the Green Zone, can't stop the 
killings and kidnappings." The 
insurgency controls most of Baghdad 
and the Suni provinces. 

With its judgement lost to frustration, 
the US military has 40,000 Iraqis in 
detention--twice the number of 
estimated insurgents. Who are these 
detainees? According to the Washington 
Post, "Many of the men detained in Tall 
Afar last week were rounded up on the 
advice of local teenagers who had 
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stepped forward as informants, at times 
for what American soldiers said they 
suspected amounted to no more than 
settling local scores." 

Obviously, the US, not knowing who or 
where the insurgents are, is just striking 
blindly, creating a larger insurgency. 

The Iraq government, despite being 
backed by the US military, is unable to 
control movements across the Iraqi - 
Syrian border. So the Bush 
administration has passed the buck to 
Syria. Puny Syria is declared guilty of 
not doing what the US military cannot 
do. 

Adam Ereli, the demented US State 
Department spokesperson, denounced 
the Syrian government for "permitting" 
insurgents to cross the border. The US 
government cannot prevent a steady 
stream of one million Mexicans from 
illegally crossing its border each year, 
but Syria is supposed to be able to stop 
a couple hundred foreign fighters from 
sneaking across its border. 

Ereli misrepresents Syria's inability to be 
"an unwillingness" which indicates that 
Syria is consorting with terrorists, not 
only in Iraq, but also in Lebanon and 
Palestine. Does this sound like Syria 
being set up for invasion? 

According to news reports, at Ted 
Forstmann's annual meeting of movers 
and shakers last weekend, US 
Ambassador to Iraq, Zalmay Khalilzad, 
predicted that US troops will soon enter 
into Syria. Simultaneously, the Bush 
administration is desperately trying to 
orchestrate a case that it can use to 
attack Iran. 
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Stalemated in Iraq, the White House 
moron intends to attack two more 
countries. 

At the Human Rights Conference on 
September 9, the former Prime Minister 
of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad, 
described Americans as "people with 
blood-soaked hands." 

"Who are the terrorists," asked 
Mahathir, the Iraqis or the Americans? 

The entire world is asking this question. 

Paul Craig Roberts has held a number 
of academic appointments and has 
contributed to numerous scholarly 
publications. He served as Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury in the Reagan 
administration. His graduate economics 
education was at the University of 
Virginia, the University of California at 
Berkeley, and Oxford University. He is 
coauthor of The Tyranny of Good 
Intentions. He can be reached at: 
paulcraigroberts@yahoo.com 
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CLARIFICATION 

ALEXANDER COCKBURN, JEFFREY ST 
CLAIR, BECKY GRANT AND THE 
INSTITUTE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
JOURNALISTIC CLARITY, 
COUNTERPUNCH 

We published an article entitled "A 
Saudiless Arabia" by Wayne Madsen 
dated October 22, 2002 (the "Article"), 
on the website of the Institute for the 
Advancement of Journalistic Clarity, 
CounterPunch, www.counterpunch.org 
(the "Website"). 

Although it was not our intention, 
counsel for Mohammed Hussein Al 
Amoudi has advised us the Article 
suggests, or could be read as 
suggesting, that Mr Al Amoudi has 
funded, supported, or is in some way 
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associated with, the terrorist activities of 
Osama bin Laden and the Al Qaeda 
terrorist network. 

We do not have any evidence 
connecting Mr Al Amoudi with terrorism. 

As a result of an exchange of 
communications with Mr Al Amoudi's 
lawyers, we have removed the Article 
from the Website. 

We are pleased to clarify the position. 

August 17, 2005 
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