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Destroy America?

By PAUL CRAIG
ROBERTS

The "cakewalk war" is now two and

one-half years old. US casualties (dead
and wounded) number 20,000. As
20,000 is the number of Iraqi insurgents
according to US military commanders,
each insurgent is responsible for one US
casualty.

US troops in Irag number about
150,000. Obviously, US troops have not
inflicted 150,000 casualties on the Iraqi
insurgents. US troops have perhaps
inflicted 150,000 casualties on the Iraqi
civilian population, primarily women and
children who are the "collateral damage"
of the "righteous" and "virtuous" US
invasion that is spreading civilian deaths
all over Mesopotamia in the name of
democracy

What could the US have possibly done
to give America a worse name than to
invade Irag and murder its citizens?

According to the September 1
Manufacturing & Technology News, the
Government Accounting Office has
reported that over the course of the
cakewalk war, the US military's use of
small caliber ammunition has risen to
1.8 billion rounds. Think about that
number. If there are 20,000 insurgents,
it means US troops have fired 90,000
rounds at each insurgent.

Very few have been hit. We don't know
how many. To avoid the analogy with
Vietnam, until last week the US military
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studiously avoided body counts. If 2,000
insurgents have been killed, each death
required 900,000 rounds of ammunition.

The combination of US government
owned ammo plants and those of US
commercial producers together cannot
make bullets as fast as US troops are
firing them. The Bush administration has
had to turn to foreign producers such as
Israel Military Industries. Think about
that. Hollowed out US industry cannot
produce enough ammunition to defeat a
20,000 man insurgency.

US military analysts are beginning to
wonder if the US has been defeated by
the insurgency. Increasingly, Bush
administration spokesmen sound like
"Baghdad Bob." On September 19 the
Washington Post reported that US
military spinmeister Major General Rich
Lynch declared "great success" against
the insurgency that had just inflicted the
worst casualties of the war, including a
three-day mortar attack on the "safe"
Green Zone.

Anthony Cordesman, a military expert at
the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington DC,
says: "We can't secure the airport road,
can't stop the incoming (mortar rounds)
into the Green Zone, can't stop the
killings and kidnappings.” The
insurgency controls most of Baghdad
and the Suni provinces.

With its judgement lost to frustration,
the US military has 40,000 Iraqis in
detention--twice the number of
estimated insurgents. Who are these
detainees? According to the Washington
Post, "Many of the men detained in Tall
Afar last week were rounded up on the
advice of local teenagers who had
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stepped forward as informants, at times
for what American soldiers said they
suspected amounted to no more than
settling local scores.”

Obviously, the US, not knowing who or
where the insurgents are, is just striking
blindly, creating a larger insurgency.

The Irag government, despite being
backed by the US military, is unable to
control movements across the lraqi -
Syrian border. So the Bush
administration has passed the buck to
Syria. Puny Syria is declared guilty of
not doing what the US military cannot
do.
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Alexander Cockbur
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Adam Ereli, the demented US State
Department spokesperson, denounced
the Syrian government for "permitting”
insurgents to cross the border. The US
government cannot prevent a steady
stream of one million Mexicans from
illegally crossing its border each year,
but Syria is supposed to be able to stop
a couple hundred foreign fighters from
sneaking across its border.
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and Jeffrey 5t. Clair

Ereli misrepresents Syria's inability to be
"an unwillingness" which indicates that
Syria is consorting with terrorists, not
only in Iraq, but also in Lebanon and
Palestine. Does this sound like Syria

being set up for invasion?

According to news reports, at Ted
Forstmann's annual meeting of movers
and shakers last weekend, US
Ambassador to Iraq, Zalmay Khalilzad,
predicted that US troops will soon enter
into Syria. Simultaneously, the Bush
administration is desperately trying to
orchestrate a case that it can use to
attack Iran.
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Stalemated in Iraq, the White House
moron intends to attack two more
countries.

At the Human Rights Conference on
September 9, the former Prime Minister
of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad,
described Americans as "people with
blood-soaked hands."

"Who are the terrorists," asked
Mahathir, the Iraqgis or the Americans?

The entire world is asking this question.

Paul Craig Roberts has held a number
of academic appointments and has
contributed to numerous scholarly
publications. He served as Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury in the Reagan
administration. His graduate economics
education was at the University of
Virginia, the University of California at
Berkeley, and Oxford University. He is
coauthor of The Tyranny of Good
Intentions. He can be reached at:
paulcraigroberts@yahoo.com
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ALEXANDER COCKBURN, JEFFREY ST
CLAIR, BECKY GRANT AND THE
INSTITUTE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
JOURNALISTIC CLARITY,
COUNTERPUNCH

We published an article entitled "A
Saudiless Arabia™ by Wayne Madsen
dated October 22, 2002 (the "Article"),
on the website of the Institute for the
Advancement of Journalistic Clarity,
CounterPunch, www.counterpunch.org
(the "Website").

Although it was not our intention,
counsel for Mohammed Hussein Al
Amoudi has advised us the Article
suggests, or could be read as
suggesting, that Mr Al Amoudi has
funded, supported, or is in some way
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associated with, the terrorist activities of
Osama bin Laden and the Al Qaeda
terrorist network.

We do not have any evidence
connecting Mr Al Amoudi with terrorism.

As a result of an exchange of
communications with Mr Al Amoudi's
lawyers, we have removed the Article
from the Website.

We are pleased to clarify the position.

August 17, 2005
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Bush in Canada
for Torture: a
Legal Update
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Bush's Lips

Move, But He
Says Nothing
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The Politics of
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Key to Sharon's

Strategy?
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Joshua Frank
Failing Nature:
the Democrats
and the
Environment
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Robert Jensen
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CounterPunch
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Cockburn / St.
Clair

When Down is
Up: the
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The al-Dubya
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Brian Cloughley
The Ridiculous
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"Beyond
Chutzpah" Too
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World
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Nukes

Tim Wise
Animal Whites:
PETA and the
Politics of
Putting Things
in Perspective

J.L. Chestnut,
Jr.

There's Not
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Conservative in
the Senate
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The Bolton
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Forests: Time
for a Fresh
Look
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Prosecution of
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David Krieger
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Engel and
Louise
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2005

Christopher
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Courting God:
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1
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Morning with
Cindy Sheehan

Ramzy Baroud
Israel's Nuclear
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Norman
Solomon

Cindy
Sheehan's
Message:
Repudiating
Bush and Dean

Chris Genovali
Why is a
Canadian
Politician Trying
to End
Protections for
US Grizzly
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Chris Floyd
Cheney and
Halliburton, the
Stench Gets
Worse

Tariq Ali
Blair's New
Authoritarianism
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Saul Landau
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Discontents

Dave Lindorff
Privatization
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Ralph Nader
Dear Cindy
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Where Others
Have Failed

Talli Nauman
Radioactive
Border: the Hot
Mounds of
Samalayuca

Gary Leupp
Politics of an
Outing: Plame,
Ledeen and
Iran

Sharon Smith
The New Anti-
War Majority

Paul Craig
Roberts

Why is Cheney
Lobbying for a
Boost in
China's Nuclear
Capability?
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Tim Wise
Indian Mascots
and White Rage
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Rumsfeld's
Delusions

Joshua Frank
Dean and the
PDA: Don't
Believe the

Hype

Cynthia
McKinney
The 9/11 Op-Ed

the Atlanta
Journal-
Constitution
Refuses to Run
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for War and

Empire
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Homegrown
Resistance

August 9, 2005
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Bush: Cindy




Sheehan in
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Menezes
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Paul Craig
Roberts
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Cockburn
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Destroyed India
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After All These
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Ray McGovern



Iran, Truth-
Tellers and the
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From Hiroshima
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Sharon K.
Weiner / Robert
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From Hiroshima
to Iraq and
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The
Budtender's
View of a Rip-
Off
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Bill Christison
New NIE Report
on Iran's Nukes
will Not Deter
US's Posture of
Extreme
Aggressiveness

Paul Craig
Roberts
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Supreme
Assault on
Personal

Liberty

Alexander
Cockburn
The Taj Mahal
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Inside Bush's
"World
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Movement"

Lila Rajiva

John Bolton's
New
Internationalism
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Bush Teaches

Intelligent
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Alexander
Cockburn
Indian Journal:
Why Indian
Farmers Kill
Themselves

August 3, 2005

August 3, 2005

Alexander
Cockburn
Broken Arrows
and Iran: a B-




52 Pilot
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Paul Craig
Roberts

The Kelo
Calamity:
Money, Power
and Eminent
Domaine

William A. Cook
Innocent
Victims: From
Hiroshima to
Lower
Manhattan

Dave Zirin
Bush's Texas
Rangers: a
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Dave Lindorff
Court Packing
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Rights
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Posada Carriles
No?

August 2, 2005

Ramzi Kysia
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William A. Cook
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Paul Craig
Roberts
When
Armageddon
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Mike Whitney
Chertoff's
Preemptive
Crackdown:
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Demand That
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Norman
Madarsz
Before the Stun

Gun: Jean
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Tim Wise
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Logic of
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Profiling

August 1, 2005

Virginia Rodino
Why Bono and




Geldof Got It
Wrong: War
and Global
Poverty are
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Return to
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and
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Joshua Frank
Gitmo's
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Mike Whitney
The
Consolidation
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Norman
Solomon
Operation
Withdrawal
Scam

James Petras
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of Lula’'s

Regime
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Alexander
Cockburn
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in lran?
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Sheldon
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War is Fun as
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Games
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Jack Z. Bratich
Fingerprints of
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Greg Moses
How to Cool
Your Heels in
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Across the
World

Jordan Green
From
Woolworth to
Wal-Mart:




Economics and
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Ilraq: 5,000 US
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The Bush-

Cheney
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Justin Taylor
Harry Potter
and the War on
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Saul Landau
Enhancements
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Takes
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John Walsh
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Another Pro-
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Joshua Frank
Color-Coded
Justice: John
Roberts's Racial

Hang Up

Ron Jacobs
Who Needs
Feminism? We
Have Condi
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Fred Gardner
The Ethan and
Gavin Show

John Chuckman
Friedman on
Terrorism: the
Dumbest Story
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Liaquat Ali
Khan
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Newton and
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Remi Kanazi
Annexing
Justice in
Palestine

Naveen
Jaganathan
The Gurgaon
Riots Rock
India

Richard
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Hirsch Peak Oil
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Max Watts
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Mekamui

Ben Tripp
Write Your Own
Editorial!

Poets'
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Krieger

July 29, 2005

Cockburn / St.
Clair
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P. Sainath
The Class War
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Niranjan
Ramakrishnan
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Was Lost:
CAFTA and the
Disassembling
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Dave Lindorff
Marvelous
Marvin Bush
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Jr.

America's
Racist
Inventory:
Oppression
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Pat Williams
Giving Away
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Norman
Solomon

In Praise of
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Sen. Russ
Feingold
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About the
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Paul Craig
Roberts
Departing Iraq

William S. Lind
The Duke of
Alba and
George W.
Bush
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Passing CAFTA:
Blame the
Democrats

Lila Rajiva
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Pigmentation
and Empire:
the Emerging
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Industry
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Gateway to
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July 27, 2005

Roger Morris
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Condoleezza
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Paul Craig
Roberts
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Jackie Corr
Class War on
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Housing Bubble

Dave Zirin
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Reading the
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Norman
Solomon
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Liberal Sadist?
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Norman
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