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"Out of these troubled times ... a New World 
Order can emerge." 
--George Herbert Walker Bush 
 
Though he didn't succeed, John Hinckley Jr.'s 
attempt on Ronald Reagan's life has all the 
crucial elements of a modern political 
assassination: a lone nut with a cheap gun, an 
obsessive love, conflicting eyewitness reports, 
impossible trajectories, a mysterious 
doppleganger and lots of "coincidences." 
 
This report examines some of the stranger 
elements of Hinckley's attempt on Reagan's 
life, including George Bush and his 
mysterious connection to Hinckley's family, as 
well as the assassination of John F. Kennedy.
 
 
President Zero Takes a Hit 
 
Ronald Reagan was a marked man. He was 
elected during a 1980 -- a "zero year" -- and 
one way or the other, the "Zero Factor" was 
sure to make a jump for him. Every U.S. 
president since 1860 who was elected during a 
year ending with a zero had either been 
assassinated or had died in office before his 



term was up. Every single one, dead. One way 
or another. 
 
Was it some grand numerological conspiracy? 
Or just a 120-year string of coincidences? 
Either way, Reagan was the first president 
beat the Zero Factor, when he survived John 
Hinckley, Jr.'s assassination attempt in 1982. 
In the days following the shooting, the media 
focused on the spooky circumstances 
surrounding the temporary transfer of 
Executive power, a rather unsettling sequence 
of events which led to the 25th Amendment to 
the Constitution, clarifying exactly who is in 
charge when the president is 
"disabled." (Remember Al Haig's chilling "I'm 
in charge now" declaration?) 
 
But the media did not spend much time on the 
spooky circumstances surrounding the 
assassination attempt itself, or its lone nut, 
complete with the Lee Harvey Oswald seal of 
approval. As with every assassination and 
assassination attempt, there is an official story, 
and an unofficial story. This is the unofficial 
story. 
 
 
The Bushy Knoll 
 
On Monday, March 30, 1982, at about 2:00 
p.m., Ronald Reagan left the Washington 
Hilton after giving a speech to the AFL-CIO. 
 
Flanked by Secret Service agents, he was 
walking to his limousine when John Hinckley, 
Jr. surged forward, .22 pistol in hand, and 
opened fire. A bullet richocheted off the 
limousine and took Reagan down, but he 
lived. That's the official story.  
 
One must wonder, then, why correspondent 
Judy Woodruff (now a CNN anchor), 
reporting for NBC News Special Reports 



immediately after the assassination attempt, 
insisted that at least one shot came from an 
overhang over Reagan's limousine.  
 
Woodruff later reported that the shot came 
from a Secret Service agent who was stationed 
on the overhang, which researcher John Judge 
dubbed "the Bushy Knoll." 
 
A Secret Service agent -- or someone 
disguised as an agent -- fired a shot? Seems 
too crazy to believe, right?  
 
Then consider this: from the position that 
Hinckley was standing when he opened fire, 
he would have had to shoot through a car door 
to hit Reagan where he did. Hence, the 
"ricochet." Anyone remember Arlen Specter's 
"Magic Bullet Theory," which purported to 
explain the Kennedy assassination?  
 
Both concepts, needless to say, rely on a 
gigantic amount of random chance and 
coincidence. And when a president is shot, 
random chance and coincidence become all-
too-convenient excuses for what really 
happened.  
 
If a sniper were positioned on the "Bushy 
Knoll," he would have had a clear shot at 
Reagan along the exact angle at which the 
bullet entered his body. So which makes more 
sense? That a lone nut like Hinckley, who 
fashioned every aspect of his life after his 
hero, Travis Bickle from Martin Scorcese's 
film Taxi Driver, got off not just a lucky shot, 
but a lucky ricochet?  
 
Or that an accomplice, disguised as a Secret 
Service agent, with an unobstructed field of 
fire, landed the bullet that almost put George 
Bush in the Oval Office a few years early?  
 
 



Hinckley's Evil Twin: Another 
Doppelganger 
 
Every lone nut has a doppleganger. That's a 
law of nature, when it comes to assassination 
conspiracies. Hinckley's double was named 
Edward Richardson, who just happened to be 
a dead ringer for Hinckley himself.  
 
Richardson traced Hinckley's path from 
Connecticut to Colorado, writing demented 
love letters to actress Jodie Foster, just like 
Hinckley. A week after Hinckley's infamous 
attack, Richardson was arrested in New York's 
Port Authority Bus Terminal with a .32 caliber 
revolver, after threatening the lives of both 
Reagan and Foster.  
 
So both men were obsessed with the same 
actress from the same film. Both of them were 
intent on re-creating Travis Bickle's crazed 
assassination scheme from the movie Taxi 
Driver. They even looked a lot alike. What are 
the chances of two separate mentally unstable 
individuals, with so many exotic similarities, 
reaching critical mass at the same time?  
 
Again, the whole scenario is a tremendous 
coincidence that makes the most outlandish 
conspiracy theory seem reasonable in 
comparison. 
 
Yet the FBI, ever vigilant in the pursuit of a 
cover-up, issued a 3,000-page memo which 
supposedly proves that the "Reagan 
assassination plot" was a total fabrication.  
 
Then there were the so-called "conspiracy 
papers" which were taken from Hinckley's cell 
at Butner Federal Penitentiary in North 
Carolina. The handwritten notes were 
confiscated by the guards against the protests 
of Hinckley's lawyer, who insisted that 
because the notes had been in one of the law 



firm's envelopes, they were protected by 
attorney-client privilege.  
 
According to Hinckley's mother, the lawyer 
was afraid that the government would raise the 
"specter of a conspiracy" in court, which 
would be damaging to Hinckley's case.  
 
It certainly might have been damaging to 
someone.  
 
 
Spook in the White House 
 
It is logical that if you want to find out who 
paid the trigger man in an assassination, you 
should look first at who benefited from the 
murder. In this case, you look at who would 
have benefited if Reagan had died. 
 
All eyes on George Bush.  
 
Here is the man who, as Director of the CIA, 
fronted the agency's public relations campaign 
during those strained years of the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations' 
investigation into the murders of JFK and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Bush's efforts at 
wooing Congress saved the CIA from a lot of 
penance over its unspeakable sins.  
 
(It should also be noted that the members of 
the Bush and Hinckley families are old 
friends, both families having made big money 
in the Texas oil boom. In fact, Bush's son, 
Neil, was supposed to have dinner with Scott 
Hinckley, John Hinckley's brother, the 
evening that John went on his shooting 
rampage.) 
 
But Bush's involvement in the CIA goes back 
a lot farther than that. While attending Yale 
University, Bush was initiated into an occult 
secret society/old boy's network called the 



Order of Skull and Bones. Part of his initiation 
was lying naked in a coffin and reciting the 
names of all his lovers.  
 
As unsettling a mental image as this is, one 
must realize that the Order of Skull and Bones 
is stacked with America's ruling class, many 
of them having ties to the CIA and the 
intelligence community at large. 
 
On November 23, 1963, J. Edgar Hoover 
wrote a memo regarding the briefing of a "Mr. 
George Bush" on the reaction of anti-Castro 
Cubans to the Kennedy assassination. The 
New York Times, which originally broke the 
story, reported a week later that -- whoops! -- 
the memo referred to a different George Bush 
altogether, and the whole thing could be 
written off to a silly mistaken identity.  
 
Apparently, The New York Times didn't 
interview George William Bush, the man the 
CIA claims Hoover's memo was referring to. 
George William Bush says that in 1963, he 
was just a researcher who was never briefed 
by the FBI on anything, let alone a memo 
regarding anti-Castro Cubans reactions to the 
Kennedy assassination. 
 
This points to another big coincidence. In 
1961, Bush was Chief Executive Officer of 
Zapata Oil Company. He lived in Houston 
with his wife, Barbara. Also in 1961, there 
was a little unpleasantness in Cuba that we 
know as the Bay of Pigs Invasion. The 
operation's secret code name was Zapata. And 
two of the disguised U.S. Navy ships used to 
land troops during the invasion were 
christened Houston and Barbara.  
 
By the way, George speaks fluent Spanish. 
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