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MK wants urgent debate after Amnesty report 
comdemning IDF conduct
By Haaretz Service and AP
Yahad (Meretz) lawmaker Zahava Gal-On on Wednesday called for an urgent 
Knesset debate following the publication of the annual Amnesty International 
report on human rights violations, which accuses Israel Defense Forces soldiers 
of war crimes, including unlawful killings, torture, destruction of property, 
obstruction of medical assistance and targeting of medical personnel. 
 
The report says the IDF is responsible for the deaths of some 700 Palestinians, 
including 150 children, "most of them unlawfully."  
 
Most of the deaths were caused by shooting, explosions, and aerial attacks on 
residential areas, according to the report.  
 

Amnesty said that in the 
same period Palestinian 
terror organizations killed 
109 Israelis, of which 67 
were civilians, including 
eight children.  
 
Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mark Regev 
said the report seemed 
biased, although ministry 
officials had not yet read 
the entire document. 
 
"This accusation of Israeli 
soldiers in the West Bank 
being involved in war 
crimes, that is something 
we reject," Regev said. "It would appear to be a very one-sided comment." 
 
The report also stated that settlers have increased their attacks on Palestinians, 
harming trees and blocking the Palestinians from harvesting their crops.  
 
Israel's ongoing construction of the West Bank barrier, "despite the ruling by the 
International Court of Justice," also comes under criticism in the report.  
 
According to Amnesty, the work on the fence "continued to hinder or prevent 
Palestinians' access to their land, their workplaces and to education, health and 
other crucial services." 
 
In a chapter devoted to the Palestinian Authority, the human rights group said 
security officials are involved in fighting between various militant groups, which 
killed dozens of Palestinians.  
 
Eighteen Palestinians were killed in the clashes after they were suspected of 
collaboration with Israel.  
 

Advertisement

Today Online 
Is it worth getting killed 
over Ariel? 
Responses: 17 
In pullout protest, IDF 
reservists refuse to serve 
Responses: 4 
Vowing to stay, Gaza 
settlers plant crops for next 
year
Responses: 4 

 

 
More Headlines

10:11 Hamas: Abbas wants to 
delay poll until November

13:25 Kfar Darom settlers turn 
away top PM aide during 
Gaza tour

13:39 MK wants urgent 
debate after Amnesty report 
comdemning IDF conduct

12:59 Lawmakers elect sole 
candidate as next state 
comptroller

10:58 Abbas to press Bush to 
halt settlement expansion

08:17 Shin Bet: No charges 
for rightists who tried to get 
information on PM's security

09:17 Egyptians voting in 
referendum over key 
presidential change

Previous Editions
Select Day

Special Offers
Advertisement

Study in Israel 
Study for your B.A. in 
Israel in English. 
Scholarships available. 

Child Life Society
Help assist Jewish 
children suffering from 
Cystic Fibrosis

One click away
The Ultimate Mission to 
Israel 



 

750 prisoners are being held in Palestinian prisons, most of them haven't been 
given a trial and many of them are tortured and beaten in jail, according to 
Amnesty's findings.  
 
Despite the negative report, Amnon Vidan, director-general of Amnesty 
International in Israel, said that the group feels encouraging progress has been 
made in protecting human rights in Israel and the territories.  
 
The IDF Spokesperson and Foreign Ministry declined to respond to the report, 
Israel Radio reported.  
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