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By DAVE LINDORFF 

One of the more puzzling mysteries of 9-
11 is what ever happened to the flight 
recorders of the two planes that hit the 
World Trade Center towers. Now it appears 
that they may not be missing at all. 

Counterpunch has learned that the FBI has 
them. 

Flight recorders (commonly known as black 
boxes, though these days they are generally 
bright orange) are required on all passenger 
planes. There are always two-a flight data 
recorder that keeps track of a plane's speed, 
altitude, course and maneuvers, and a 
cockpit voice recorder which keeps a 
continuous record of the last 30 minutes of 
conversation inside a plane's cockpit. These 
devices are constructed to be extremely 
durable, and are installed in a plane's tail 
section, where they are least likely suffer 
damaged on impact. They are designed to 
withstand up to 30 minutes of 1800-degree 
heat (more than they would have faced in 
the twin towers crashes), and to survive a 
crash at full speed into the ground. 

All four of the devices were recovered from 
the two planes that hit the Pentagon and 
that crashed in rural Pennsylvania. In the 
case of American Airlines Flight 77, which 
hit the Pentagon, the FBI reports that the 
flight data recorder survived and had 
recoverable information, but the voice 
recorder was allegedly too damaged to 
provide any record. In the case of United 
Airlines Flight 93, which hit the ground at 
500 mph in Pennsylvania, the situation was 
reversed: the voice recorder survived but 
the flight data box was allegedly damaged 
beyond recovery. 

But the FBI states, and also reported to the 
9-11 Commission, that none of the 
recording devices from the two planes that 
hit the World Trade Center were ever 
recovered. 

There has always been some skepticism 
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about this assertion, particularly as two N.Y. 
City firefighters, Mike Bellone and Nicholas 
De Masi, claimed in 2004 that they had 
found three of the four boxes, and that 
Federal agents took them and told the two 
men not to mention having found them. 
(The FBI denies the whole story.) Moreover, 
these devices are almost always located 
after crashes, even if not in useable 
condition (and the cleanup of the World 
Trade Center was meticulous, with even tiny 
bone fragments and bits of human tissue 
being discovered so that almost all the 
victims were ultimately identified). As Ted 
Lopatkiewicz, director of public affairs at the 
National Transportation Safety Agency 
which has the job of analyzing the boxes' 
data, says, "It's very unusual not to find a 
recorder after a crash, although it's also 
very unusual to have jets flying into 
buildings." 

Now there is stronger evidence that 
something is amiss than simply the alleged 
non-recovery of all four of those boxes. A 
source at the National Transportation Safety 
Board, the agency that has the task of 
deciphering the date from the black boxes 
retrieved from crash sites-including those 
that are being handled as crimes and fall 
under the jurisdiction of the FBI-says the 
boxes were in fact recovered and were 
analyzed by the NTSB. 

"Off the record, we had the boxes," the 
source says. "You'd have to get the official 
word from the FBI as to where they are, but 
we worked on them here." 

The official word from the NTSB is that the 
WTC crash site black boxes never turned 
up. "No recorders were recovered from the 
World Trade Center," says the NTSB's 
Lopatkiewicz. "At least none were delivered 
to us by the FBI." He adds that the agency 
has "always had a good relationship' with 
the FBI and that in all prior crime-related 
crashes or flight incidents, they have 
brought the boxes to the NTSB for analysis. 

For its part, the FBI is still denying 
everything, though with curious bit of 
linguistic wiggle room. "To the best of my 
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knowledge, the flight recording devices from 
the World Trade Center crashes were never 
recovered. At least we never had them," 
says FBI spokesman Stephen Kodak. 

What the apparent existence of the black 
boxes in government hands means is 
unclear. 

If the information in those boxes is 
recoverable, or if, as is likely, it has been 
recovered already, it could give crucial 
evidence regarding the skill of the 
hijacker/pilots, perhaps of their strategy, of 
whether they were getting outside help in 
guiding them to their targets, of how fast 
they were flying and a host of other things. 

Why would the main intelligence and law 
enforcement arm of the U.S. government 
want to hide from the public not just the 
available information about the two hijacked 
flights that provided the motivation and 
justification for the nation's "War on Terror" 
and for its two wars against Afghanistan and 
Iraq, but even the fact that it has the 
devices which could contain that 
information? Conspiracy theories abound, 
with some claiming the planes were actually 
pilotless military aircraft, or that they had 
little or nothing to do with the building 
collapses. The easiest way to quash such 
rumors and such fevered thinking would be 
openness. 

Instead we have the opposite: a dark 
secrecy that invites many questions 
regarding the potentially embarrassing or 
perhaps even sinister information that might 
be on those tapes. 

Dave Lindorff is the author of Killing Time: 
an Investigation into the Death Row Case of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal. His new book of 
CounterPunch columns titled "This Can't be 
Happening!" is published by Common 
Courage Press. Information about both 
books and other work by Lindorff can be 
found at www.thiscantbehappening.net. 

He can be reached at: dlindorff@yahoo.com 
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Inequality 

Alexander 
Cockburn 
Turkeys in the 
Larger Scheme of 
Things 
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Ramzy Baroud 
The Great Gaza 
Border Deal: 
What Does It 
Mean? 

Mike Whitney 
Bush, Padilla and 
Thomas More 

Stan Cox 
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Blue Dawn: What 
a Bad Hollywood 
Film Can Teach 
Americans About 
Life Under 
Occupation 

Linda S. Heard 
Targeting Al 
Jazeera 

November 22, 
2005 

Kevin Gray / Mike 
Hersh 
Maxine Waters, 
the Real Leader of 
the Anti-War 
Caucus 

Ralph Nader 
What Do Dems 
Stand For? 

Michael Donnelly 
The "Vetting" of 
Bernard Kerik 

Mike Ferner 
The CIA's "Torture 
Taxi" in the 
Spotlight 

Pierre Tristam 
The Justice Deficit 

Marshall Auerback 
Bush's 



"Compassionate 
Conservativism": 
Neither 
Compassionate 
Nor Conservative 

Website of the 
Day 
I Don't Like 
Geldof 

  

November 21, 
2005 

Mike Marqusee 
Clinton's 
Hypocrisies on 
Iraq 

Josh Frank 
Democratic 
Hawks: the Avian 
Flu of the Antiwar 
Movement 

Mike Whitney 
Hugo Chavez vs. 
the King of 
Vacations 

Norman Solomon 
Getting Out of 
Iraq 

Russ Baker 
Woodward's 
Weakness 

Robert Jensen 
A National Day of 
Atonement 

Paul Craig Roberts 
Lies and Official 
Secrets 

  

November 19 / 
20, 2005 



Fred Gardner 
The Raid on 
MendoHealing 

Rep. Cynthia 
McKinney 
The House GOP 
Has Done a 
Heinous Thing: 
Stop Playing 
Politics; Get the 
Troops Out Now 

Ron Jacobs 
A Pathetic 
Congress: If It 
Walks and Talks 
Like a Withdrawal 
Resolution, Why 
Won't You Vote 
For It? 

David Vest 
The Politics of 
Surrender: It's as 
American as 
Robert E. Lee 

J.L. Chestnut, Jr. 
Condi Rice's 
Disdain for the 
Civil Rights 
Movement 

John R. Bomar 
Staying the 
Course on 
"Freedom's 
Frontier": a 
Vietnam Vet on 
Iraq 

John Ross 
The Dragon Flies 
High, But Not 
Over Mexico 

Phillip Cryan 
Colombia: 
"Political 
Kidnapping" and 
Murder in Cauca 



Dave Lindorff 
RIP In These 
Times 

Dick J. Reavis 
The Future of the 
Daily Press 

Jeremy Scahill 
Vegetarian 
Between Meals: 
This War Can't Be 
Stopped by a 
Loyal Opposition 

Dan Wright 
Cleaning Up 
Alaska's Scan Bay 

John Stanton 
Scowcroft Talks 
Turkey; 
Edmounds Fights 
Fascism 

St. Clair / Vest / 
Walker 
Playlist: What 
We're Listening to 
This Week 

Phyllis Pollack 
The Stones: 
Rarities 

Dr. Susan Block 
Our Night of 
Weimar Love 

Poets Basement 
Albert, Engel, 
Ford, Harley and 
Louise 

  

November 18, 
2005 

Michael Neumann 
The Palestinians 
and the Party Line 



Dave Lindorff 
Murtha and the L 
Word 

Michael Donnelly 
Black November 
15 

Mark Chmiel / 
Andrew Wimmer 
Uncrucify Them 

Don Monkerud 
A Decent 
Workplace 

Tom Kerr 
Grant Clemency 
to Tookie Williams 

Trish Schuh 
Faking the Case 
Against Syria 

  

November 17, 
2005 

John Walsh 
A Fractured Anti-
War Movement 

Rep. John Murtha 
Iraq Must Be 
Freed from the US 
Occupation 

Brian J. Foley 
We Are All In 
GITMO Now 

CounterPunch 
News Service 
Guardian 
Apologizes to 
Chomsky; 
Publishes Total 
Retraction of 
Brockes' Slurs 

Dave Lindorff 
In Post-Saddam 



Iraq, There are No 
Civilians 

Mark T. Harris 
Coming Out in an 
Up-and-Coming 
Sport 

Cockburn / St. 
Clair 
From Reporter to 
Courtier: the 
Decline of Bob 
Woodward 

  

November 16, 
2005 

John F. Sugg 
Al-Arian Speaks: 
In His First 
Interview Since 
the Trial Began, 
Al-Arian Talks 
About What the 
Jury Didn't Hear 

Noam Chomsky 
Putting Out the 
Englightenment 

Dave Lindorff 
Shake and Bake: 
Pentagon Admits 
Using 
Phosphorous 
Bombs on Fallujah 

Evelyn Pringle 
Laurie Mylroie's 
War 

Sam Husseini 
Trying to Look a 
Female Suicide 
Bomber in the Eye 

Pierre Tristam 
Toturers' Theater 

Greg Bates 



Waffling Alito 
Charms DiFi 

Farrah Hassen 
Moustapha 
AkkadDavid Lean 
of the Middle East 
Killed in Amman 
Blast 

Bill Christison 
Evidence Mounts 
That Bush Wants 
New Wars 

Website of the 
Day 
Violent 
Oscillations 

  

November 15, 
2005 

Todd Chretien 
My Evening in the 
No Spin Zone; Or 
Why Bill O'Reilly 
Hates San 
Francisco 

Leah Caldwell 
Death of the 
Jailhouse Press 

Frederick Hudson 
Rosa's Wreath: 
Miss Parks and 
Robert Williams 

Harry Browne 
Bush-Linked 
Judge Bows Out: 
Another Mistrial in 
Irish Ploughshares 
Case 

Jason Leopold 
Secret CIA 
Testimony: Iraq 
Posed No Threat 



Ingmar Lee 
Logging Lackies 
vs. Canada's Most 
Endangered 
Species 

Diana Barahona 
Showdown on the 
Silver Coast 

Tom Andre 
New Orleans, Two 
Months Later 

Website of the 
Weekend 
Ernest Crichlow: 
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2005 

Diana Johnstone 
The Origins of the 
Guardian's Attack 
on Chomsky 

Paul Craig Roberts 
Power Over All: 
Unlimited 
Detentions and 
the End of Habeas 
Corpus 

Conn Hallinan 
Provoking Syria: 
Cambodia All Over 
Again? 

Joshua Frank 
Off She Goes: 
Hillary in Israel 

Christopher Reed 
The Persistence of 
Racism in 
Koizumi's Japan 
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Alexander 
Cockburn 
First the Lying, 
Then the Pardons 

Gwyneth Leech 
Cross 
Connections: a 
Painter 
Reimagines the 
Passion of Christ 
in the Wake of 
Abu Ghraib 

Elmas Mallo 
Chillin' in the 
Blazin' Texas Sun: 
Inside the Texas 
Prison System 

Michael Neumann 
The Rebel King of 
Bluegrass: Jimmy 
Martin, an 
Appreciation 

Saul Landau 
Leakgate: the 
Screenplay 

Sam Husseini 
Bush and Zarqawi 
Bomb Because We 
Let Them 

Brian Cloughley 
Sleaze, Deceit and 
Torture 

Ron Jacobs 
Rep. McGovern's 
Withdrawal 
Resolution: a Step 
in the Right 
Direction? 

Lila Rajiva 
Dover Bitch: the 
Curses of Pat 
Robertson 



Michael Donnelly 
Hypocrisy Watch 

Joe Allen 
Murder in El 
Salvador: Who 
Killed Gilberto 
Soto? 

Roland Sheppard 
Lessons from the 
Montgomery Bus 
Boycott 

Justin E.H. Smith 
Another Monkey 
Trial? 
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The Cost of War 

St. Clair / Vest 
Playlists: What 
We're Listening to 
This Week 

Poets' Basement 
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Ford, Smith, 
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Website of the 
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Iraq Vets and 
Against the War 
Need Your Help! 
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Watts and Zalik 
Delta Blues Again: 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, 
10 Years Gone 
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Will Alito Cost the 
Republicans the 



Senate? 

Steve Higgs 
Bush Crony 
Targets Indiana's 
Forests: 400% 
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Jimmy Massey 
Is Ron Harris 
Telling the Truth? 
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Haiti: Insanity 
Takes Over 
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Syria in the 
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Lawrence R. 
Velvel 
Why Did Libby 
Lie? 

Website of the 
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Gary Leupp 
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Affair: an 
Incomplete 
Chronology 
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Terror Laws 
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The Philosopher's 
Stone 

Elaine Cassel 
The Shocking Trial 
of an American 
Citizen: the Case 



of Ahmed Abu Ali 

Joshua Frank 
Sen. Max 
Baucus's NASCAR 
Pay Day 

Alison Weir 
Memo to Jon 
Stewart: Glad 
You're Against 
Torture, So Why'd 
You Give Israel a 
Pass? 

Diana Johnstone 
Rage in the 
Banlieue 
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Paul Craig Roberts 
Still No Jobs 

Roger Burbach 
Bush v. Chavez: 
the Imperial 
President Meets 
the Bolivarian 
Democrat 

Ron Jacobs 
An Interview with 
Behzad 
Yaghmaian on the 
Paris Uprising 

Ralph Nader 
"The Worst 
Marketed Disease 
on the Planet" 

Jim McGrath 
Voter Beware: a 
Cautionary Tale 
for Election Day 
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McCain, Israel and 
Torture: Setting 
the Record 
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Stan Goff 
Jimmy Massey, 
Ron Harris, and 
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